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UNDER THE SURFACE
OF THINGS TO COME

At last, in this volume, we are able to present some of Moebius’s
better-known “underground” stories. They display the mfluence of the American Underground,
especially Robert Crumb, whose work had just reached France in the early 1970s. The stories were all
published in various French magazines, just before the creation of the famous Metal Hurlant magazine
in1975.

The most famous of these stories is undoubtedly The Horny Goof. As with The Airtight Garage,
we have chosen to retain the title by which this story is best known in America, although a better
translation of its original French title (Le Bandard Fou) would be the “Wild Horny Pecker.”

Whatever its title, The Horny Goof is interesting on several levels: its combination of bawdy
humor and fairly sophisticated science-fiction is a rare one, a style best done by Philip Jose Farmer.
Those who love comics in-jokes will delight in finding, on pages 11 and 12, an homage to the pirate
Red-Beard, a character created by Jean-Michel Charlier and Victor Hubinon, but also known for his
hilarious, disastrous encounters with the indomitable Asterix and Obelix.

Last but not least is the fact that the story is a prequel of sorts to The Airtight Garage. Flower, the
artificially-expanded pleasure asteroid which we discover at the end, eventually becomes the first
level of Major Grubert’s private creation. For this, and more about Lady Kowalsky, read The Airtight
Garage, pages 92 seq, and Airtight Garage spin-off comic-book series, such as The Elsewhere
Prince, The Onyx Overlord, etc.

Sixteen years ago, few guessed that the relative “bang” caused in France by the original publication
of The Horny Goof was also the “big bang” of the creation of the Moebius Universe.

Which is still expanding today.
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THE
HORNY,
GOOE

THE PEVILISHLY CLEVERSTORY OF A SYLLPRAN/IAN WILD PECKER

THAT !
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THE WILP PECKER IS PISCOURRGED 5——— 5 ,

TO THI|NKk THAT,ONLY A FEW
PAYS AGO, T WAS STILL
LEAPING A PEACEFUL BXIS-
TENCE IN MY JUNKY JUNK,
SELLING PUSHBALLS FOR
A LIVING . 5000 REPUTA-
TION. NEVER AN OUNCE

SUPPENLY, ONE MORN-
ING, T WRKE UP WITH -~
WHAM!-- AN OFF - SEASON
Z\ HARP-ON!WHAT A CATAS-
TROPHE ! NOW,I'M PUR-
SUEP BY THE AS.P.,
N\ _SHUNNEPD BY MY
FORMER
FRIENDS, AND
I'VE LOST mY

AMYLL PECKER!

THE WORST CRIME
ON SYLPAINE-

CYGNOOS !

GOING TO THE
BREEPER,
BUT STILL...

FEFORE RAFTER
HOW ONE BECOMES A WILD
PECKER

A PET ROCK?®
AMAZING !

I'VE GOTTA FINDP A
WAY TO GET INTO

TOWN WITHOUT BEING
SPOTTEP...

LITTLE YELLOW &
FLOWERS .

WITH MY LITTLE
STRATAGEM!







OK! NOw
FOR THE
MESSAGE !

BUENOS DIAS,
MONSIEUR ! YO
VENGO ON BEHALF
DE LA SENORA

ELLE IS
BURNING TO CHAT
WITH TOI ABOUT
A WHOLE
RANGE OF EMO-
TIONAL THINGS...

AMONG
g OTHER THINGS,

SHE SAID
TO TELL YOou
ITS PRESSING...

NOW, NOW, YOU KNOW
PERFECTLY WELL WHAT
I MEAN’

CISELY!

SHIT! T'VE GOTTA
THINK NOW, ANDP WEIGH
THE PROS AND THE

CONS ...

A FEW
MILLIONTHS

A
BEAUTIFUL
PIECE OF
WORK...

WHAT sHOULD I POZ PO T GO WITH
HIM, OR STAY HEREZ IS IT A 7RAF ¥
ONE LAIP BY THE CRAZY SECT OF BALL-

CUTTERS OUT FOR MY BALLST NAH,

THOSE ASSHOLES CAN'T AFFORDP SUCH

A SMALL PET ROCK ! WHO IS THIS KOWALSHKY
DAME ANYWAY T THAT'S AN EARTHWOMAN'S
NAME, BUT WHAT WOLLP AN EARTHWOMAN
WANT WITH ME T |F SHE KNOWS ABOUT MY
CONPITION, THEN THE BITCH MUST KNOW
WHAT A CHANCE SHE'S TAKING... WVAYBE SHE
ONLY WANTS TO LOOK AT IT¥ mY FOOT, T BET
THE SOW WANTS TO CL/7 IT OFF AND PUT
ITIN A JAR 11 AT LEARST, I'M SURE SHE'S
NOT WITH THE ANTI-SPERM POLICE. THOSE
8ASTARDPS DON'T PLAY THOSE KINDS OF
GAMES, ESPECIALLY IN SUCH AN OUT-OF-
THE - WAY PLACE AS THE BORMOCHES . SO,
wumswouwzgog\’p? IGOORPOTI

TAY 2







GENETIC VERIFICATION POLICE!PLEPRSE
FOLLOW US 'MY INTUITION TELLS ME
YOU'RE AWFLLLY SUSPICIOUS !

ABOVE ALL , 1'VE GOT
TO REMEMBER NOT TD
PANIC, RESIST, OR
ATTEMPT TO

ESCAPE !
ANP NO

FUNNY
TRICKS ! OR .
UNFUNNY ITe
ONES ALL A

EITHER! Mg;gEF? OF

PREATHING!

200

I'VE
GOT IT!
TS A
TRICK PULLEP
BY THE PET
ROCK TO
FORCE MY

ALL THINGS CONSID -
ERED, T THINK I'D ST
JUST AS SOON Ens.

s

gk o>
~(AVANTITY s
2w ATHS WY/

LORDY!
THE ANTI-
SFERM
POLICE !
THEY 'VE
FOUND
ME!TI'M
POOMER!™

...OF AN

EXCEPTION-

AL SIZE,
WHICH ...

* A PRAMATIC MISTAKE! ANOTHER WILDP PECKER , BELIEVING HIMSELF TO HAVE BEEN SPOTTED, IS GOING TO ESCAFPE
ACROSS THE ROOFTOPS. HE IS THEN GOING TO EMBARK ON ALL SORTS OF INCREPIBLE ACVENTURES, AND WILL EVEN-
TUALLY ENP UP LIVING A MISERABLE EXISTENCE ON ANOTHER PLANET, IN ANOTHER TIME. WORKING FOR ANOTHER PUBLISHER.







NO,SIR,

THIS PLANE IS

NOT A JOKE ! IT
COMBINES THE MOST
SOPHISTICATEP FLYING
TECHNOLOGY WITH A
PESIGN BORROWEP
FROM EARTHS MOST
PREHISTORIC PAST !

S AR i A agdod

THE WILD PECKER
HAS FALLEN INTO THE
TRAP BY YOU LAID, O
LAPY KOWALSKY, QUEEN

OF MY MOST EXCITING,
FRENETIC, AND WETTEST
PREAMS ! CAN I SUCK
ON YOUR BUBBIES NOW,

MiLADPY T

—

IT IS NOT YET TIME FOR NURSING, LITTLE
CHOPIN . BESIPES, NOW WE'VE GOT TO WORRY
ABOUT HOW TO GET THAT WILP PECKER ,WHOSE
SIZE YOU WERE ERRLIER EXTOLLING, ABOARD
MY SHIP WITHOUT ALERTING K’ USTOMSE. IF
THEY FINP OUT, THE SYLPANIAN COUNCIL WILL
USE THE NOTORIOUS ARTICLE 1 ANP PRO-
CLAIM A GENETIC EMEBARGO, THEY'LL RAISE
THE APMIRALTY, THE HIGH ORDER , AND THE
YELLOW -STRIPED STATION MANAGERS'
GUILP -- ANP YOU KNOW HOW ALL
THOSE PEOPLE HATE ME SINCE THE
AFFAIR OF THE HOLY GAZOOL !/







OOOOH !
I'MsS0O EXCITED !

A HORNY
SYLPANIAN PECKER !
FOR ME ALONE ! YOU CAN
SUCK ON THEMA LITTLE

IF YOU WANT NOW,
CHOPIN !

I'LL LOSE
THEM EASILY,

ESPECIALLY IF YOU
MOVE YOUR OBSCENITY
OUT OF MY WAY! NOW
HOLP ON TIGHT ! IT'M
GONNA PRESS THE
LITTLE BLUE BUTTON/
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BLOUDPYELLE !
THEY 'VE CRASHED
HORRIBLY! BY ZARVID/
I'M WARNING “OU ,
FREPERIC, IF MY WILD
PECKER |18 PAMAGED,
I'LL... IT'LL HAVE A NO,
2 PAIN DISK GRAFTEP
ONTO YOU !

HEEES

Eddive

sl

g
iy







EMPRESS OF PLEASURE !
THAT RIDICULOUS PUDDLE
OF WATER IS CONNECTED
TO THE SCENTED SEA
BY A NARROW
TUNNEL !

MERCHRANT
GALLEY.CAPTAIN?
AKOFE? AOFE S
TO STARBOARRD !

.i
l'l

HMMM
DPON'T
MENTION
NARROW

TUNNELS TO

ME , FREDDY,

PLEASE...

METICIANS
AND THE
HOLY
GAZOOL .
OF

COURSE ...

VOICE IS
GOING ! DIRTY
BUSINESS,
STEAM-
SHIFS!

ANYWAY,
MAN YOUR
STATIONS !
PREPARE TO

BOARDP !

YAvVOL , LADY
HOWALSKY,

PISPENSATRIX
OF MURIKY
PELIGHTS !







ITs LAPY
KOWALSKY'S
F-T-L SHIP,
WHICH WILL
TAKE Us TO
EFLOWER S

| AH!THIS
| 1S MUCH
MORE S.F!

FLOWER'S

NO LEGEND /
IT BELONGS
TO LAPY
KOWALSKY !







MEANWHILE . ABOARE THE C/ 7Y OF SkELTON, THE HUGE X
IN THE APARTMENTS OF GOVERNOR AMBROSE JANO quggqlﬂ__wl:g DRI L PRI ST RN SISt

I DON'T MIND WAITING,
e P € £ LOVE ANOTHER STANDARD YEAR
~ou, BUT T MISS THE CAPI- ON THIS STATION, THEN I'LL
TAL TOO MUCH, BESIDES GET ALL THE BASAL I WANT!
I'M ALMOST OUT OF BUT I DON'T WANT TO BE
POSTED ON STEMESOL . TOO
MANY CONTROLLERS, TOO MANY
DUELS, AND YOU KNOW AS
WELL AS I THAT
THOSE MUTATED
VEGETALS

BAP NEWS,
RAVEN ! SOME
ASSHOLE WIZ-
NAPPED A SYL -

PANIAN ! THE LEAD

ER OF THE

GEMNETIC COUNCIL
1S WITH ME
RIGHT

NOW __,

7 'LO, NATE !
WHAT 'S HAPPEN -
ING POWN

-NOTE -
TO RECEIVE A
H COMMUNICATION,
ONE PRESSES
THE OUTER SUR-
FACE OF THE NAIL
OF THE THUWE
AGAINST THE IN-
TERNAL FACE OF
THE NAIL OF THE
MICPLE FINGER.

;

: - : You cAN
| sAY THAT AGAIM !
WHY SO |~ NO,RAVEN, \ v 1M SUPPOSED TO

MUCH TROUBLE
LET'S ISSUE A TRAC-
ER TO THE TRACK-

SEE THE BREEPER IN
AN HOUR . IF SHE
CRALLS FOR AN EMBARG
EAQARTH WILL LOSE ITS
CONTRACTS ANDP THE
METRITE MINES WILL
FALL INTO THE HANDS
OF THE EXOTICS !

IT'S MORE SERIOUS!
THE SYLPANIAN IS
A WILP PECKER IN A
. HIGHLY AROUSED
STATE !

I AGREE ! SO,LET'S
ACT BEFORE THE YELLOW -
STRIPED STATION MANAGERS’
GUILP BECOMES INVOLVEP.
MY OFPINION IS THART WE
SHOULP LOOK IN LAPY
KOWALSKY'S DIRECTION. THE
SERVICE TOLDP ME SHE LEFT
THIS MORNING AT 5:00
A.M. LOCAL TINE ...

THE
EXOTICS T

END OF

INTEGRAL
MEMORIZA-
TION,

LACY
KOWALSKY/
YOU'RE IN
PEEP SHIT,
RAVEN!







ITS TIME! THE
BREEPER'S WAIT-
ING FOR YOU!

SPEAKING OF
FLYERS THE ONES
Yyou EARTHMEN
sOLD US WERE

VAPATACHOUS ! THEY
COULPN'T CATCH
uP WiTH THE ONE
THAT KIPNAPPED
THAT WILP PECKER!

WE ENDED
UP LOOKING
LIKE IPIOTS !
M's INTOLER-
ABLE !

I THINK SHE MUST BE HEAPEDP FOR
ALOWER, |T POESN'T LOOK LIKE YOU'LL
NATE WAS RIGHT! HAVE MUCH CHANCE OF CATCHING HER

ITs THAT BITCH NOW. HOW ABOUT A BALLAD INSTEAD:
KOWALSKY WHOC DI (T!
DAMN HER BIG TITS
FULL OF SHIT ! LOOK !
HER SHIP JUMPED INTO
HYPERSPACE LIKE A
MAD LOCHE NOT AN
HOUR AGO! 1 BET
THE SYLDANIAN WAS
ON BOARD !

"YONDER STANDPS A FAIR MAIPEN
WITH HER HANPS AS WHITE AS SNOW
ITS HER FAVOR T PO CLAIM
BUT SHE ALWAYS ANSWERS NO '’

0 ;?:".. = s X e, |55 ¥ _'\I_ T R G TR -
; e T o e § T o A - L BUT ITWOULP |
WANTED TO,[" . [ - el o - KT = fr ael Sl S REALLY BE USE-
.| ITcoulr |- Fheceg . st LESS BECAUSE
- IWRITEA BIT " w5 -z oy = THERE ¥ NOTHING
-~ OF TEXT o L I ¢ < MORE TO TELL
HERE TO EX- &0 e S . St o )| THAN wHAaT You
| PLAINWHAT S| %, bl e e e ot fupre| SEE. HOWEBVER, T
' |GOING ON IN ’ e * ad) PON'T KNOW
| THE PANEL... % o : ABCUT YOU,BUT
_ % LA T KIND OF LIKE
: AR : R ~.; .| SEFING THESE
; t5e SHo b TWO CAPTIONS
i iy S Rt > 2k ¢ ) HERE. THEY SORT |
= : g ; Iy . . - | OF BALANCE THE
s . . e e = R PICTURE, PON'T |fumr
- i > : i e s s THEY T
. - i “. ;
; e~ L e -
S s T STAE et =
o . ol " i
- -. K12, = ( '
; sy e e LS
e, EE e epie 3 P1N &
N " = it T3 z
S " > s a3
- e ST wF : x
H Ao . i {“- .
|1 AND :
(e NS PLERSE TRY 4
. NOT TO GET SICK LIKE -
—a ks Nou PP LAST :
¥ (e TIME ... . S
S
: -
L







WATCH

WHAT “YOLU sAY,
OK T RIGHT NOW,
SHE 'S ONLY PRO-
PUCING ASEXUALS.
IT'S TERRIBLE , THEY
EAT ALL THE FRD-
TIPES, WHICH IS BAP
FOR THE NUTRITIVE
FLUIPS ... YOU
FOLLOW WME T

FIRST,

HOW CAN ANY-
ONE NOT BE
GREEN-SKINNEPZ
1 SHOULP HAVE
BEEN THE ONE
PUKING MY GUTS
ouUT IN PISGUST
LAST TIME ! NEVER
FORGET THAT, WHEN
YOU APPEAR BE-
FORE AR BREEPER,

EARTHMAN !

A WILDP
PECHER HAS
BEEN TAKEN
OFF SYLPRINE !
IT'S A SACRKI-
LEGE! IF HE'S
NOT BACK FOR
THE FALL COITUS,
THE METRITE
MINES WILL GO
TO THE EXOT-
ICS ! SUCH IS
MY IRREVOC -
ABLE PECISION !

COME
CLOSER,NATE -
OF - THE - PINK-SKIN!
AND TRY NOT TO
FALL INTO ATY

TANK!

SHE'S
FINISHED !
NOW SHE'S GOING
TO LAY ! STAYING
couLpP BE
DANGEROUS !
LETS GO!
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BAP NEWS FOR THE TERRAN ;Y - PON'T WORRY!NO SWEAT/ I'LL...ER...
FEPERATION, BUT THAT'S THE WAY - R RAVEN'S THE ONE WHO'LL HAVE TO
BREEPERS ARE .AND WE DON'T D R = ; PECIPE, UP THERE ON THE BIG

EVEN LIKE THE EXOTICS ! . : SHIP.ME, I'VE GOTTA RUN
SORRY,NATE. I... i 118 e . NOW...







PAMN ! MY
CONDPITIONING S
SHOT TO HELL!

LET'S PLAY

HIDE ane OCOOH!

TICKLE PECKER
PARLING !
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AT TENTIONZ
WE'VE JUST ENTESEP
A RADIO RECEFTI S
ZONE ! BUT WHAT I'M , NO RusH:
PICKING UP 1S STRANGE, D 4 ILLlookAr
MILADY ! IT LOOKS LIKE < - 3 THEM WHEN T
COPED MILITARY TRANS- | : ) j o ; oF -
MISSIONS , MIXED WITH k- E
OLD VENUSIAN ROCK - A i
"N ROLL HITS ...HEY! { ey
THOSE MILITARY TRANS- ,
MISSIONS - - -
WE RPE AT WARYS .? ST‘:‘{:;ISE
1 EcsTASY!
i >4

SYLPAINE'S IN FLAMES, MY
FRIENDS ! THE TERRAN ARMIES
HAVE TAKEN OVER THE PLANET FOR :

THE EIGHTH TIME . HEAVY LOSSES HAVE ; % W NEE S BILLIONS OF
BEEN REPORTED. THE EXOTICS ARE y K W PEAP, JUST TO
PREPARING TO COUNTERATTACK , P

A ATOMICS MAY SOON BE USED. IN ;

; A MAKE ME FEEL
] ; | GUILTY ! THE
OTHER WORDS,A MASSIVE FUCK- - : j BRASTARCS !
an , S! &

I
wANNA &0
gl BACcK TO
fll 5VLDAINE !

. v
' s VE TO
P .
ALL THISs BECAUSE YOU WEREN'T THERE
FOR THE FALL COITUS, MY POOR PARLING!
THE BREEDERS CANCELLED THE METRITE
CONTRACTS, AND THAT FAGGOT RAVEN
CALLEDP FOR THE INVASION OF SYLPAINE.
= THE EXOTICS GOT MAP, THERE WERE
’ DRE ATTACKS ,ETC. IN SHORT,
o TOTAL WAR . THERE ARE
) ALREAPY OVER TWO BIL-
LION PESL£ s SO MUCH BLOOP
BECAUSE OF YOUR BEAU-
TIFUL PECKER!

IF &
;.",T SN BE STUPID !
Tgﬁ;ms THE TRACKERS
Lk WOULDN'T LET
TWELVE YOouU GO TEN
I RACING STEPS! LET'S
Aaa "URTLES GO TALK TO
® BABY T - Lp 208
PON'T . :







IN MY OPINION,
WHICH T sHARE, ANF I'M
NOT AFRAID TO SAY T
BECAUSE IT'S TRUE , WE
HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE
BUT TO CONTINUE TOWARDS
FLOWER WHERE WE CAN
PRANCE AND TANCE AND
SMOKE BASAL ANP EAT l
CANDPY ANFP SsUCK ON
BUBBIES ANIF ABOVE ALL
SCREW LIKE CRAZY.BUT
WE MUST PROCEErDP VERY
PISCREETLY . NO NEED
TO ATTRACT ANYOME 'S
ATTENTION, OKZ

NOW
THAT YOU kNOW
THE SITUATION,

WHAT'S YOUR
APVICE, ZAG™

@™ [)/ g,
I!

R (97

THE INSIDE OF SLOWER

ICIALLY EXFPANDPED BY TWENTY- THREE GENERATORS INSTRALLED 8BY
MAJOR GRUBERT ! SIMPLE , NO T






HE'S HERE! (if 1'VE HEARD rnie )
AR Ooweo ¥ ; THRT'S Him ! IS BIG LIKE
IS FOR _ !
ENLFGHTENED
APULTs

ARE “YOU ALL You ALL
READPY, MY PRETTIEST ASk, .
THEN GO ON ,WILDP PECKER, -
TImIP VIQLET OF MY woOoPs,
LET THEM ALL BEHOLP
NOUR WONPERMENT !

¥ HOLO 3-D, OF COURSE ! (ED.)












PARN! IT'M GOING
TO BE LATE
GETTING TO THE

OFFICE ! m

MORN IN(_
W MR FOR-

GUETTE!

MR. JOUTIN RECEIVEP

MRS, BORGE.
THE MESSAGE FROM

_WHAT'Ss THAT

BAEMO ABOUT A BRUSSELS . TARDIEUX e,
NCEHIPMENT OF IS TAKING CARE OF IT FORGUETTE.
THREE HUNDPRED POWNSTAIRS. T HAVE THE BOSS
CRATES OF THE INVOICES TO TYPE WANTE 10
BELGIAN AND... SEE YoU IN
CPONGES® ; HIS OFFICE

AT ONCE !







COME IN PR EDITH!
FORGUETTE! ) _ LSy , ¢ TRROIE Y,

EEEED

i

CLOSER! ~YOUR UNFORTUNATE WIFE TOLD USs

THE BOss EVERYTHING, FORGUETTE ! IN THIS COM-
WANTS FANY, WE DON'T LIKE COWARD-TRAITORS
YOu UuP AND SEPUCER - PESERTERS ! '

OUR WEPPING
NIGHT...

CLOSE /

WMy DEAR MAN,YOU'LL HAVE TO FULFILL
NOUR CONJUGAL PUTY HERE AND NOW!IT'S
OUR ONLY CHANCE OF KEEPING THE BREEPER RS
HAPPY,RETAINING OUR METRITE CON- >
TRACTS, ANP AVOIPING WAR
WITH THE EXOTICS!

MURRY S

SOMEONE 'S TRYING
TO COLMATE
THE VORTEX'S

WARF LINE !







THATS IT/ -
I'VE COLMATED ~ " % GRreAT!’
THE WRRFP LT N NOW, TLL
\ Pt g FLOOB HIM
RETROAC
TIVELY OM
F. 140,
GENTLY

ITS
DIVINE !

MANY YEARS ; ...ANP SO ENPEDP MY STORY. THE BREEPER THOUGHT
LATER, PURING | gHE cOULP GET ME BACK BY CREATING A SFPACE-TIVME
A STROLL ON WARF AND OVERLAYING MY MEMORIES. BUT SHE HAP
PERPIPO, AC- FAILEP TO TAKE ZAG INTO RCCOUNT, WHOSE SKILLS
COMFANIED BY PROVEP APEQUATE AT COLMATING THE WARFP
FIVE CLASS -8 AND GETTING ME BACK TO £ZLOMAER VOILA !

STRANGE
STORY!?

ME, T
LIKE STORIES
WHEN THEY'RE

ANP WE,

TRANTORIANSG, e, THE ENP/
THE WILD _— - GREEN AND WHEN
PECKER SAIP: = CRUEL... THEY'RE

ANP
ME , WHEN
THEY RE VERY
LONG... LONG
ANP SOFT!

DEVILISHLY /"
CLEVER! / ;

_,?.-\. -

I

o= e Pi" - z‘f i
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AFTERWORD TO “THE HORNY GOOF"
by MOEBIUS

tis important to place The Horny
Goof in its context. It was first published in
1974 by the same folks who were putting
out the magazine L'Echo des Savanes. It
therefore comes just before Arzach, The
Airtight Garage, and even the creation of
Metal Hurlant.

People usually consider my story The
Detour, which appeared in Pilote in 1973, the
first Moebius-style story, but it was signed
“Gir" and was more like a statement of inten-
tion, a manifesto, if you wish. The Horny
Goof, done the following year, is the tangible
product of that manifesto, the first real, full-
lensth, adult Moebius story.

All this has to be seen in the context of
the spirit of May 1968. In France, the events of May '68 started a cultural explosion, which found its way
into the comics. The new state of mind was openness, awareness, the desire to explore new roads, to
tell new stories, to create new patterns, to look for other types of societies. The first comic artists to
take the leap were Gotlib, Mandryka, and Claire Bretecher who decided to leave Pilote at the peak of
its success and, in 1973, started their own self-published magazine, L'Echo des Savanes. Philippe
Druillet and | were champing at the bit and, a year later, with Jean-Pierre Dionnet, we started our own
magazine tco, Metal Hurlant.

The Horny Goof was drawn during that incubating period, just before the creation of Metc |
remember that my inspiration came after an evening spent in the company of other comic artists, most
especially Gotlib. | drew that story at night, insmall increments, while | was doing Blueberry and other
jobs during the day. The story came in a state of complete spontaneity—some would say irresponsi-
bility! To that extent, it anticipates Arzach and especially The Airtight Garage, to which it is an
unplanned prequel, in particular in its mixture of SE humor, and the purposefully-kept-mysterious
threads of the story. :

The Horny Goof is my first “adult” story. To me, “adult” means to be free in spirit, to know no
bounds, to accept no moral restrictions, especially those imposed by somebody else. Only the artist
himself can impose his own restrictions, and therefore assume full responsibility for his art. That is what
it means to be an “adult.”

| believe that to become an "adult” is ultimately the only way for a comic artist not to become
bored to death. If you have to draw the same characters day after day, with the same faces, the same
costumes, if you can't express anything personal, if you have to illustrate the same stories, often given
to you by people you don’t know or don't respect, you can very well go mad, or start drinking in order
to compensate, or maybe even kill yourself. It's a nightmare. The only way to stay alive is to stay fresh
and have fun doing what you're doing.

The Horny Goof was one of the first stories | did in that spirit of freedom. It was something
incredible. It expresses an emotion, like “I don't know what |'ve done, but | must continue. | don't know
where I'm going, but | must go on.” | think the reader feels that. | was not seeking to deliberately put
these theories into practice. | was only doing it because | experienced great pleasure doing so. But it
Just happened that it fit. When you open a door, you don't know what you're going to find behind it.




STORY NOTES by M OETBIUS

dult comics started in the United
States with the American Underground. They were
the first in the world to use comics as a means of
communication, to express real emotions. Before,
comics were used only to do stories, entertain-
ment. They had some great moments, but they
were all very conventional. The American
Underground showed us in Europe how to
express true feelings, how to tell something to the
reader through the comics. They blew the mind of
the few professionals in Europe who saw them. It
showed us the way, helped us create our own
stories, express our own emotions. The answer from the public was phenomenal, first in France, then
throughout Europe.

Regarding the use of sex and violence in “adult” comics, | would first remark that sex and violence
should not be intrinsically taboo for adult readers. There are ways for even sex and violence to be
portrayed in rich and, | would say, moral ways. | mean, in ways that are not shocking but that can help
in spiritual growth and development. | agree that, more often than not, sex and violence are portrayed
in negative ways—especially sex, because as a society, we tend to have more problems with it—but it
doesn't have to be that way: |, for one, have strived to express both in the former.

Sometimes, | see books which are not good because they exploit the violence and sex in ways
that | think are disgusting. Usually, | don't buy these books or read them. But if | do, | see the sickness in
the mind of the artist who drew them and | feel compassion for him. | may even understand what
problems he has that made him choose to express himself that way: Because | firmly believe that if
somebody has a problem with sex and violence in a comic book, the problem is not in the comic
book but in the person who is reading it.

If someone didn't already have problems with his own sexuality or violent nature, he couldn't be
harmed by the existence of that book. On the other hand, if he does have a problem, then he will see
that problem reflected in the book, which is, of course, what he cannot stand. He'll become furious,
and even call the law. When you have a problem you don't want to face, the fear is very powerful and
can make you want to fight and behave in crazy ways.

Deima was drawn in 1975 as an attempt to do a really “chic” metaphysical fantasy story a la Philip
Jose Farmer, one of my favorite SF authors (especially his Riverworld series). That’s why these three
pages look unself-conscious and charming.

One late evening, in 1974, | came home in a great emotional state, though now | remember my
condition but | forget what it was all about. That's when | drew You're The Object Of This And That.
It looks very clumsy to me now, but | feel a solidarity with all my past, including my moments of
clumsiness—and audacity.







THAT
WAY?
NEVER/
N OK, THEN
THIS WAY/
A

WE £0ULD GO
THIS WAY, THEN
THAT WAY, THEN THIS
HMMMM... WAY AGAIN/ WE'D
TRAVEL IN CIRCLES/
| LIKE THIS/

S

oK/
THAT'S IT/
LET'S 6O/

I'M STILL

~ HESITATING... HMMM..

IT'S A 60OV

I REMEMBER ONE TIME
WHEN A MORVOLIAN BAGRUNDP

TRIEP TO BUY MY LARPIN...

MEANWHILE, ON
THE OTHER SIPE...

CALO
CALO
VARLO BANI CALO
CALO CALO
CALO CALO
BANI
CALO

...PETER ANP
HIS GRABOTIN, (%)

THERE SOON,

POM POM !
POM POM /
WiLL WE BE
YEP/
THEIR CAMF IS
ON THE OTHER
PUNE/

TONTONK?

/

KLAK! PONG! ZZCRiii

LOOK/
IT'S AWAKE /

e

THREE MONTHS LATER,
I GET A NOTE FROM ITS
MONAP: “COME AND TAKE YOUR
LARPIN BACK AT ONCE. IT'S
PESTROYING OUR APOLIVE

PLANTATION /"

\ -

-

OH-0H/
IT LOOKS LIKE
PEIMA SPLIT IN
A HURRY/

YOU'P SOLP HIM
A BORG AT THE

ENP OF ITS
LUNAR CYCLE?

PRECISELY

HA! HAY
HA/

YET. I MUST

REVENGE/

( PURSUE MY IMPLACABLE




oK/
TONTONK, LET ME
TELL ME CONCENTRATE
WHAT 1 FOR FIVE
SHOULP MINUTES /

- WE'RE AT THE END -« - . K
OF OUR JOURNEY/ ' i . 2 NOW I CAN FACE %04
I'M RELEASING YOU FROM J&| | | PESTINY... THE

. YOUR OATH/ YOU'RE LY \EE | MASKEP MAN

‘. e

BOUZOUKA ANP AVNER RETURN TO EZBRAE ON FOOT...







AH, IF ONLY I STILL
HAD MY ATOMIC
BRETZEL...

JABAVOTH'S
EYES IN
A FLASH.

HE

THOUGHT
HE'&
SEEN

BETTER...




IN A PISPLAY OF AMAZING SPEED,
JABAVOTH CHANGEDP HIS NAME TO
GARBUR, THEN WITH A MAGIC
MARKER PREW A CIRCLE OF
PROTECTION AGAINST REP-HOT
BRUNETTES...

¥

BY ZAFPPA
THE BIG
PAPA!

I

THE PARADPE OF THE
BALP VULTURE!




ONES

-
—

SOME TRAGI

POOR GARBUR |5 NOT AT THE END OF HIS TROUBLES YET, AN NEITHER IS HIS VULTURE! WILL HE
SUCCEEPR IN ESCAPING FROM THE BRUNETTES OR THE TAILLESS POGST WILL HE EVER FIND HIS BRET-
ZELZ yOU'LL LEARN THE ANSWERS TO ALL THESE QUESTIONS BY REAPING THE |7382rd EFISODE OF :
YOU'RE THE OBJSECT OF 7475 ANVE 7447, ON SALE NEXT CENTURY IN ALL FINE COMIC STORES, AN EVEN
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1CEDE INY/ZANDIEIRS

YOU KNOW, MR.ViNCENT
IVE COME TO THE

DIRTY INVAVING

SUDDEN.Y.] / TAKE THAT YOU

MR CONCLUSION THAT
PRESi- |\ YOU WERE Ri{GHT/ THE
DENT/

INADERS PO ﬁxy

LATER AGAIN..\| VES, WE SHQULP |
HAVE LISTENEDTO
REALLY 7 UALONG Tu'MEi

PEO. TO THANK |
YOU,WE'NE DE-
IDED TO GiVE

GOOD! TWAS
PEGINNING TO
FEEL SLIGHTLY
PARANOID /

BELT, MR NINCENT. WE'RE
ABOUT TOLAND IN PARIS...

LIFES WONDERFUL !
T'M N AIR FORCE ONE. AND
I'M GOING TO SPEND
TWO WEEKS iNPARIS AT
THE TAXPAYERS' EXPENSE,
FAR FROM ALL THAT
INVADERS PUSINESS/

AH,
PARIS/
PIGALLE!
THE MOULIN
ROUGE! PARS

THERE'S
THE TAMOUS
DAVID VINCENT'S
PLANE! DOES
HE KNOW THE
REST OF THE
EARTH i9. iN OUR
HANDS?

WILL ALWAYS
T BE PARIS!
AS SOON -
AS HE LANDS.
1 WANT TO N\
SEE HIMBEND |
WS LTTLE /8

- NO WAY/WE
HAD TO KEEP THE
US. FOR LAST
BECAUSE THE KiDS
DIDNT WANT To SEE
THE SHOW
CANCELLED







