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THE MIRROR CRACK'D

The Goddess, the third chapter in Moebius' Aedena Cycle, was
written and drawn in Paris and in Los Angeles, between the fall of 1988 and the spring of 1989.

Upon A Star was the search for the promise of a utopia. The Gardens of Aedena was a
manifesto for a spiritual way of reconciling man to that utopia, especially through food and his
attitude towards it. Now, in The Goddess, a new mirror of reality filtered by the artist's mind, we
discover that revolution, breaking down the old world’s order, may be the only road to that utopia.

Although Moebius remained generally faithful to his master plan, it i§ tempting to see The
Goddess as an apt, symbolic anticipation of the events that were to shake Europe during the latter
part of 1989.

The underground civilization of the Nest, where all citizens are forced to wear faceless masks
(which, in a definitely Orwellian twist, are called “faces”), and which is ruled by an all-powerful father
who knows what’s best for his children, seems a reasonably good allegory of Ceaucescu’s Romania,
the Soviet Union, China, or any of the other Eastern European countries which lived in the shackles of
communism.

The regime blames the dreaded nose fever, which even “faces” cannot contain, on the outside
world, like “bourgeois liberalism,” but it is in reality the product of an inner sickness, caused by the
very decay of the Nest’s institutions, in this case: the endless cloning of the Paternum. When the
citizens lose faith in their “god”, and discover that he cannot even guarantee their welfare, they revolt.

Again, Moebius’ allegory appears to be a blueprint of the various revolts which shook the world
during 1989. Even the very “Goddess” uncannily anticipates the doomed Chinese students’ “Goddess
of Democracy.”

But where the Goddess was crushed by Chinese tanks in TianAnMen Square, Moebius’ Goddess
goes on to liberate her people. The question now remains, in Aedena as on our planet: what will the
people do with their freedom now that they have it?
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> THIE GODDESS °

TRAPPED ON THE DESERT PLANET "PooL BALL" WITH SPECIMENS OF ALL THE INTELLIGENT
LIFE FORMS IN THE GALAXY STEL AND ATAN MANAGE TO ESCAPE IN A MYSTERIOUS PYRAMID,
WHOSE DESTINATION 1S REVEALED TO BE AELENA, THE LEGENDARY PARADISE PLANET.

WHEN THEY AWAKE, THEY FIND THEMSELVES ALONE IN VAST GARDENS , APPARENTLY
UNINHABITED. SLOWLY, THIS NEW ENYIRONMENT TRANSFORMS THEM, REVEALING SEXUAL CHAR-
ACTERISTICS PREVIOUSLY INHIBITED BY SUBSTANCES CONTAINED IN THE SYNTHETIC FOOP USED
BY SPACE TRAVELERS

;’HET NEWLY - FOUND SEXUALITY CAUSES THE TWC FRIENDS TO ARGUE AND EVENTUALLY
SEPARATE.

ANOTHER CONSEQRUENCE OF LIFE ON AEPENA IS THE SUDDEN [RRUPTION IN THEIR CONSCIOUS-
NESS OF VISIONS EMANATING FROM A MYSTERIOUS DREAM WORLD,

0:;};#, OR RATHER ATANA, NOW ADVANCES, ALONE, IN THE SEEMINGLY ENDLESS AEDENIC
Ft

AH ! THERE 'S LIGHT
BEYOND THOSE TREES !
AM I FINALLY COMING
T© THE ENDP OF THIS
FOREST 7

I WONPER
WHAT I'LL
FIND 7 A
cITY?7 A
VILLAGE 7

A PLEASANT
LITTLE INN 7




A
DEPARTING
SHIP ?

|
b

TBE 1

ANOTHER FOREST!
NOT AGAIN ! I'VE HADP
IT WITH FORESTS !
I'VE SEEN ENOUGH
TREES AND LEAVES
TO LAST ME A LIFE-
TIME ! WHEN WILL.,.,

2R RRAR

=

—
2
=
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=
=




THAT EXPLOSION ! | i ; 5 IT POESN'T
IT CAN'T HAVE BEEN : P MATTER!
A NATURAL ; T e _ T'M TIRED OF
: B G N WANDERING
AROLND
ALONE IN
THIS
FOREST !




’ g 2 : FRIEND 7 FOE?
EL-NEVER T : BN h N HUMAN 7 ALIENZ
BEFORE 3 | -

PARK ...

NoO! I BET THEY/LL BE FRIENPLY , MAYBE PROSPEC- UT I CAN'T ABANDON STEL. BEFORE I LEAVE,
TORS , HAPPY TO TAKE ME BACK TO CIVILIZATION T'VE GOT T© MAKE SLIRE WE SEARCH THIS
IN THEIR SHIP. BACK TO LAZLAN ... | WHOLE PLANET WITH A FINE<TOOTH COMB...

I'D BETTER

GET SOME
SLEERP, S0 I
CAN BE READY
FOR ANY SURPRISES

TOMORROW !

B e 6. et < 1




- WANT TO LEAVE
N You BEH.IND ! To ABANDON YU

.. THE PYRAMID!




I'VE BEEN
LOOKING FOR
You, STEL !
THE RESCUE
SHIP CAN'T

NO ! YOoU coMe
UP HERE ! I CON-
TROL EVERYTHING
FROM HERE !




WHAT
WEDPING? I
PON'T LINDER-
STAND WHAT
YOU'RE TALK-

ING ABOUT,

STEL !

0 OUR
WEPPING !

BUT I'M THE

| ONE YOUR HEART

PESIRES...




IT., IT WAS ALL
e A NIGHTMARE !
A HORRIBLE ...

NIGHTMARE !

_ SRS - X MY MEMORY'S GETTING FUZZY...
T EEE & B/ N | I REMEMBER STEL WAS THERE...
AN e &' YES ! HE WAS INSIDE THE

A ; PYRAMID. BUT THEN, HE TURNED
- "N INTO... SOMETHING HORRIBLE !




ST WS

NO SENSE
BROODPING
Now !

ONCE I
CROSS IT, I
SHOoULD BE
LESZS THAN

AN HOUR'S
WALK AWAY
FROM THE

EXPLOSION ...




BY THE GALAXY !
SO THERE ARE
LIVING BEINGS ON
AEPENA ! BUT THIS
IS HORRIBLE !

YOU'RE THE FIRST
HUMAN BEING I'VE
SEEN FOR MONTHS, MY
POOR FRIEND, AND IT
POESN'T LOOK LIKE
YOU'!RE GOING TO GIVE
ME MANY ANSWERS !

THE CRATER FROM THE EXPLOSION !
HMM ... IT'S ONLY A HOLE. I WON'T
LEARN MUCH FROM IT...




JUST THINK-

T ; \ \ ¥

sont eacx NIl DY ehoaon . 1
S : N o PR oon'T KNOW WHAT'S
| Py 2 GOING ON ON THIS

PLANET , BUT ONE

THING 'S FOR
SURE : THERE'S
DANGER IN THE
AIR !

03§ TSR

AR EE
I'VE GOT 1O WARN HIM ABOUT
WHAT I'VE FOUND... BESIDES,
I'M TIRED OF BEING S0 LONELY
ALL THE TIME ! I'LL BE HAPPY
TO SEE HIM...

&
.
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THIS (2 I1T! I
KNEW IT! THE
PANGER'S
FOUND ME !

e = P,

-LNQJ OUR ORPERS ARE ]
T CAPTURE ANY OUT-

NESTERS WHZ SLR-

VIVE? THE CLEAN-UP!

ITIS SO UGLY !
THAT ANIMAL
FUR ON ITS
HEAD ! THOSE...
LUMPS ON ITS

CHEST !

.. BUT IT BETTER

NOT TouecH ME !

HUMANSZ
ALI_EN5 o

TAMINATION !

IT HAS NO FACE,
SIR ! IT MUST BE
FULL OF CON-
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(]

\ 'S ATAN... r 1Bl THEY SPEAK GALAC WITH NO
MA-F-'AAﬁi% ?f«” U PLEASE REMAIN || Bl ACCENT, &0 THEY 'VE GOT T
LOST ON THIS .. M QUIET ! IF you BE HUMANS , BUT WHO ARE

"B | 54y ANOTHER WoRD, 1 THEY 7 WHAT PO THEY WANT 7
- N -8 we witt kil vou: (Hl |

-raf f
o

[T . =] ]

| I HAVE NEVER SEEN AN OUT- IT MUST BE A FReEAK, 5IR ! | IREERT @ wHaT oo tHEY Mean By "ouT.
NESTER LIKE THIS, WITH ALL FREAK CONTAMINATION B | NESTER” 7 AND WHY ARE THEY
| THAT FLR AND THOSE CHEST LUMPS., MEANS FREAK DANGER! i WEARING THOSE MASKS ?

WHERE ARE THEY
TAKING ME ? IF

ONLY I colLD..
OH ! WHAT'S--7

THE NEST WILL
BE PLEASED
THAT WE
FINALLY GOT
A LIVE ONE !




I: AH ! THERE
IT LOOKS IF IT REFUSES ol hiek
LIKE IT ._ F T REFUSES _
NEVER SAW , 10 OBEY, HIT
AR RIFLE BUTT!
GRAV
SHUTTLE
BEFORE !

WE MUsST
GET RID

THAT'S |T!
CLOSER!

OPP WITH ALL
THAT FLUR ON

ITS HEAD !

GAND 2
: STILL NOTHING
: Ngégﬂ;'l'l%irlé! PROTECT |T

FROM THE
NOSE
FEVER !/

I STILL




WHO ARE You ?
WHAT Do you
WANT FROM ME 7

IT IS
BREAKING
THE BA&!
WATCH
ouT!







5”% YOU CANNOT TAKE

OFF YOUR FACE! IT IS
ILLEGAL , NOT TO MEN-
TION PANGERCUS !




L R o T

Do NOT GET EXCITED!




THIS 1S NEST SECURITY ! PLEASE P2 NOT

YOU ARE LINPER ARREST FOR ATTEMPT T2
TAMPERING WITH A FACE AND RESIST, OR YOU
ASSALLT AND BATTERY LUPON WILL BE...

THE PERSONS OF TWE CITI-
ZENS. PLEASE PO NOT MOVE.
YOU ARE LINDER ARREST...

Ll T ALWAYS 1 YES. ITS
Ll THINK TWICE A CON-
A BEFORE DPOING STANT
| ANYTHING... PROBLEM...







EVERYONE,
PLEASE REMAIN
COMPLETELY
STILL . NEST

SECURITY WILL
BE MAKING A
GENERAL I.D.

CHECK .
THANK YOouU !

PLEASE REe-
MAIN WHERE
You AREg




PLEASE
REMAIN
WHERE

you ARE!

NOTHING , SIR !
ABSOLUTELY
NCTHING !

YES, AMAZING !

[ I WAS JUST
SIR, COME | REVIEWING ITS
LEOK ! IT IS THE | FILE. |T IS AN
OUTNESTER 1 EXTRAORPINARY
ESTER DN BY | CASE...
YESTERPAY BY P
THE PATROL- ! :

PLEASE RE-
MAIN WHERE
YOU ARE ...

\z coNOT... T
|- SUPPENLY,

8 ATTENTION!
THIS IS NEST
SECURITY! Ry
ATTENTION! e
ERAL I.D.
CHECK . EVERY-
ONE, PLEASE
REMAIN
COMPLETELY
STILL ...




YES, BUT WHAT
ARE WE GQING TO
PO WITH ITZ THE
ARCHIVES MAKE
NO MENTION OF
ANYTHING LIKE
THIS SINCE THE
FOUNPATION !

WE CANNOT
AFFORD ANY RISKS!
IT WAS CAPTURED
FACELESS IN THE
HINTERLAND. IT
MUST CARRY
MILLIONS OF
PEAPLY GERMS...

YOoU FORGET THE BOOK OF
THE PYRAMID , IN WHICH :
SEXED CREATURES ARE
CLEARLY MENTIONED...

I FEEL SIck! 8IR! I..T PO
NOT... SIR ! I .. HCOO...

8 curses: T |

Il PuRE sPECULATION, SIR!
Il “mymHS 7

LEGENDS ! i A

NO | THE I..RHAAA..

UTHENTICITY | I FEEL ...
AALAAAH !
SIRIBIR!

WHAT WORRIES ME
THE MOST |S THE
MEPICS' REPORT.
THAT OUTNESTER PRE-
SENTS SOME RECES-
SIVE SEXUAL CHAR-
ACTERISTICS THAT

ARE TOTALLY

UNPRECEDPENTED !

NOT QUITE,
SR !
NOT QUITE!

FUTABLE,
SIR ! WE

e | CAMNATION !




(

Ty

WE REPEAT : EVERY-

ONE PLEASE REMAIN

COMPLETELY STILL.
THANK You !

HE IS GONE COMPLETELY
| MAD ! A TYPICAL ATTACK
| OF THE NOSE FEVER! THERE
1S NOTHING WE GCAN Po BUT
WAIT FOR THE MEPICS !

LooK
CUT, SIR!

7,

EYERYONE
PLEASE
REMAIN ...

A DECONTAMINATION

TEAM IS ON ITS WAY
PLEASE REMAIN
WHERE YoOU ARE ..




HE PREFERRED
T THRoW
HIMSELF OFF
THE BALCONY !

How
HORRIBLE !

YES, BUT EVERYONE
KNOWS THAT THE NOSE
FEVER CAN SOMETIMES
EVEN FIND TS wAY
THROUEGH OUR FACES.
AH! I HEAR A cALL
FOR ME !

WHY MON-
&TROUS 7 AS T
SAID, IT IS
MENTIONED IN
THE BoOK OF
THE PYRAMID
THAT...

HELLO ? YES, IT IS
ME . NO, EVERY-
THING 1S ALL RIGHT |
... YES, AFTER SUCH

A FALL, I SUPPOSE |,
S50.. YES, OF COURSE |

YES, I SAW EVERYTHING . HE FELL VICTIM TO THE
NOSE FEVER , THEN THREW HIMSELF OFF THE BALCONY.
YES, OF COURSE. THE OUTNESTER 7 TAKE IT T2
SECURITY CONTAINMENT. T AM ON MY WAY !

YOU SHOULD BE CAREFUL
ABOUT WHAT You SAY, SIR.
THAT BOOK IS TOTALLY FORBID
DEN BY THE PATERNUM HIM-
SELF. T© OWN A coPY, OR
EVEN REFER T2 IT, IS CON-
SIDERED A CRIME AGAINST
THE NEST !

THAT IS
TRUE. I AM
SORRY !

GOOD-BYE, SIR! WE SHALL
HAVE ANOTHER MEETING
WHEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES
ARE MORE FAVORABLE !




1 £ SHALL SEND THE FILE TO THE
PATERNUM . HE WILL TELL US

WHETHER THIS IS A GOP OR A
FREAK ...

B

WHAT IF HE IS
RIGHT Z NO, THAT
1S INCONCEIVABLE...

MPOSSIBLE ...

=3

THERE ! ITS FACE 1S IALso VERY Goop! | ER..., I'M THIRSTY

REPAIRED ! NOW IT REWIRED THE || SAY SOME- . HUNGRY, ToO!

CAN HEAR US AGAIN ! NﬁéﬁfrggAns- THING , OUT-, ;
I

NESTER !

L | T \ T gl TS 14
HERE 1S A RT OF M | I DON'T UNDERSTAND ! HOW HAVE You TRULY
S e e ' AM T SUPPOSED T0... WITH LOST ALL YOUR
COORPINATOR 1S5 ON HIS WAY THIS STUPID MASK ?2 AND MEMORY IN THE
AND WILL WANT 10 INTERRO- | THIS CAN ? HINTERLAND,




HOW YoOU OUTNESTERS CAN

SURVIVE oUT THERE , WITH-

OUT REAL FooD, 1S
BEYOND ME !

EATING GRUBBY LITTLE
SRUIRMY THINGS , FULL OF
GERMS AND DISEASES !

BEURK ! I wWoUlLD
RATHER DIE!

IS THIS NOT MORE
CWILIZEDP ? NOT
LIKE CLIMBING
TREES LIKE AN
ANIMAL !

STAY
STILL !

YUCcK ! IT's
AWFLL !

OH!

THE OUT-

IT TASTES
LIKE SPACE xﬁfg%ﬂ
RATIONS , ONLY You, sIR !

WORSE /

YOU PRESENT US WITH, ER, A
RATHER EMBARRASSING PROB-
LEM, ER, SIR. YOU WEAR NONE
OF THE KNOWN I.D. COPES AND
THERE POES NOT SEEM TO BE ANY
TRACE OF YOU IN THE ARCHIVES .
WHO ARE YOU, AND WHERE Do
YOU COME FROM 7?

MY NAME IS ;

ATAN... ATANA
BELFONTAINE.
I WAS BORN
IN '27...

GooP! T
SENT ITS FILE

T THE
PATERNUM
ANP I EXPECT
A REPLY ANY
MINUTE !

.. ON LAZLAN , IN THE GAYNE
CONFEDERATION, BUT I'M A
MEMBER OF THE FREE SPACERS'
GUILD. I PROTEST AGAINST
MY ARBITRARY ARREST AND MY
UNJUSTIFIED DETENTION, AND I
DEMAND To BE RELEASED AND
TO HAVE THIS GROTESHUE MASK
TAKEN OFF MY FACE
IMMEDIATELY !

I

4




| imPossBLE |F

IT%..1T'S,,. I PON'T
UNPERSTAND ! WHERE
ARE WE 7 WHO ARE
YOU 7 WHAT'S GOING
ON7Z WHY AM I
HERE 7

HELLO ?

PAT%RNUM fas

R R o

Ly PRO-

| .. OFFENSIVE !
NOSE FEVER . BESIDES, IT 15 || || OBSCENE!

) UNTHINKABLE TO EXHIBIT

OUR FACIAL ORGANS. IT
wouLpe BE...

A MESSAGE

Fom THE | { Bl THIS 18 cRAZY ! IT DOESN'T MAKE ANY
(=4 -

PATERNUM,

——

ENSE ! I'VE GOT TO FIND A WAY OUT OF HERE

YES, SIR! |T
CLAIMNS SHE| |
WAS BORN |

| GREAT UNIVERSE !

AM I GOING TO
HAVE THAT

AWFLL DREAM

AGAIN ? WITH
THAT HORRIBLE
MONSTER ?




MISTER
COORPINA-
TOR, SIR !

WHAT? .,

I AM QUITE
SORRY, SIR,
BUT I HAVE

TO KiLL
You...

BUT,SIR, T
CANNOT JUST...
ER,YES,SIR, I
UNPERSTANC.
RIGHT AwAY,

PLEASE,
SR, MAY
I HAVE

YOUR '
= 5T?LETTO ;




MY BE-
TROTHED!
YoU HAVE
ARRIVED
IN TIME
FOR OUR
WEDPING !
COME !
COME
CLOSER!

WHO ARE
YOU, PEMON ?
STEL ! STEL !

HELP ME !

HELP ME !

BESTEEROTE
.. BUT HIS
DPREAMS
DIDN'T

REACH You !

THAT PUNY
HUMAN (S GONE !
HE DEFIED mE

ONCE...

YOU WoN'T
NEED IT
ANYMORE !

THERE ! HA!HA/HA !
YOU SEE, I PROMISED
YoUu A WORTHY
WEDPPING CEREMONY !
GIVE ME THIS
TENPER HEART...

BESIDES...
YOU CAN
REFUSE YOUR
BELOVED
SPOUSE
NOTHING !
HA ! HA !




I Do NOT SEE
WHAT THAT HAS
T Do Wf'lgi MY
FEET! WE MusST
BIOL‘?'?\\"C?L’OREE;ET HOLD THE PEVICE
IR, BUT AFTER ALL; PERFECTLY STRAIWGHT!
| CESS OF COMMIT-

TING A CRIME
AGAINST THE NEST !

i s NOTHING, T

| THEN ; WHAT !
THE PATERNUM HAT PoE g SUPPOSE . LET
FORBIDS THE WNGT THE = : ! ARE WE
RESUSCITATION

US ENTER!
- WAITING
OF BODIES | e, A | R | PR/ 5R? .

THERE ARE
SEVERAL
BOPIES !

PREPARE THE
REACTIVATOR,
WHILE T

AND NONE Too
SOON | MY ARMS
WERE GETTING TIRED!




WE MUST 4 WHY ARE YouU AFRAID
HURRY ! THE NOT LOOKING || THE corPsE |
MEDICS WILL BE = UNPER THAT | | WILL BITE HIMON|
SHEET, SIR?

)

HORRIBLE !

TRULY
AMAZING ? §

HTRULY WONPERFUL?




BUT OUR

“WoU ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED
AT THE CENTRAL INCUBATORS

SPECIFIC!
NEAR THE NORTHWEST AIRLOCK."

ro you
THINK WE
SHOULD cALL
THE COOR -
DINATOR ?

MAYBE SOME- WHAT ABOUT
gt || wees
THAN A THAT LG
THIS PRAC- P! FROM THE LABS OUTNESTER 7
I WONDER? [ SR [ “ GOAT AT
e . THEORY,
A\ . : SIR...

WHAT po
YoU MEAN,

MAYBE IT
SR ?

WHAT 13 THE R

PURPOSE OF

BuT, WHY?Z
THERE IS NOTHING
VALUABLE AT |
THE LABS THAT

COULD BE ...

CH! LISTEN !
I AM AFRAID
TIME IS

THERE ! THE

H PLULSATING

I BuLe 13 IN

] SYNC WITH THE
MEMORY
PHASERS !

124.16...124.72... 125! STOP ! IT HAS

BEEN DEAD TOO LONG ! I AM HAYING
A LOT OF TROUBLE FOCUSING THE LIFE-
FORCE ON THE CORRECT WAVE LENGTH !

THE STAKES |
ARE Too

GREAT ! Too
VITAL ! TOO...

RUNNING
ouT, SIRS !




CURSES ! THE
MEDICS FlG-
URED oUT OuR
PHONY PHONE
CALL SOONER
THAN WE
EXPECTED!

IN THE NAME OF
THE NEST, PLEASE
OPEN THIS DOCR !

i ACRED
| PATERNUM !
'l ARE WE
LOosT 7
GOPDESS,
PLEASE !

" SIR, THE
' REPHAS -

l NG IS
ENTER-
ING THE

CRITICAL
STAGE !

THEY ARE
LASERING THROUGH
THE Door !

WE MUST DECIDE,
SIR ! IT IS NOW
OR NEVER !

) B ENEEEY

THE... THE

GOPDESS ! |




GOPPESS, PLEASE DO SOME -
THING ; OR THEY WIiLL SHOOT UsS,
OCR PUT US THROUGH THE
MIND SCRAMBLER !
i &

THEY FLED THROUGH THE
CREMATING OVEN'S
CHUTE, SIR !

GREAT UNIVERSE ! THE
NIGHTMARE ISN'T OVER !

IT 1S CLEAR THAT THE

PERPETRATORS HAYE
RESUSCITATED THE
OUTNESTER !

NO, SIR, WE
MUST o

POwN !

RIGHT !

L

THE CREMATING
OVEN ! IT HAS A
CHUTE !

COSTS, AND PUNISH THE LAWBREAKERS !
IT IS AN ORPER FROM THE PATERNUM !

NO! PLEASE
PO NOT
TOUCH MY

FACE !




T WAN N PLEASE, . : S ) '
rETr B | B W
ARE YOU 7 WHAT'S WE MUST FIND A oW WD WE APE! HEART HAD
GCOING ON 7 WAY oUT oF ot ' BEEN T
: THESE DUCTS ! moalns
YES ! THAT UT!

1S opP!

THIS IS
NOT THE
TIME FOR
GUESTIONS !

: THE GODDESS WOULDP KNOW
THAT IS NORMAL ! THE WHO WE ARE AND, AS THE

COORPINATOR SHOT YoU o SACRED TEXT 5AYS, " TEAR
RIGHT THRoOUGH ] PowN THE DEADLY WALLS

THE HEART ! ! N OF IGNORANCE " !

SHOT... YES...
I REMEMBER...
AND THAT HORRI-
BLE CREATURE -
AGAIN .. ) SIRS !

PLEASE,
WE MUST
STAY TO-

GETHER!







NOT REALLY!
5 BRAFF! KOFFE
SOMEWHERE
DEEP INSIDE THE
NEST, I GUESS!

I'M EXHAUSTED !
DO You KNOW
WHERE WE ARE 7

BUT THE PRETTY LADY HERE, SHE AIN'T
GOT NO HONKER | HA HA ! DON'T
WORRY , LADY, YOU GET USEP T© THE
SMELL &' SHIT '‘ROUND HERE REAL

FAST ! HA HA HA !

FINALLY !
A HUMAN
BEING
WITH A
HUMAN
FACE !

NO, I Do i

NOT UNDER- §
STAND
WHAT You
MEAN ..,

YEP! YoU GET

USED To EVERY-

THIN' REAL

FAST ! HA HA !
I AN’ ANYTHIN' !

HE'S RIGHT !§
T™© 60

i i
WHERE 7 FACELESS LIKE THAT 7

IT 1S PISGUSTING !

ER.. Do You
KNOW HOW 1O GET
OUT OF HERE 7

HOW CAN YOU WALK AROUND

SHE MEANS |T SMELLS LIKE

SHIT DOWN HERE , AND YoU

GAN'T EVEN TELL, cUZ You
GOT YOUR &GOPPAMN
HONKER ON ! HA HA HA !

A ROACHER !
DAMNATION !
WE ARE IN THE
LOWER PEPTHS !

T

IF YOU WANT To
MAKE T oUT oF
HERE ALIVE, 2ONNY
BOY, You BETTER
LEARN TO BE
POLITE To us
ROACHERS | HA Ha 1 &




WHAT ABOUT
YOUR TWQO
FRIENDS 7
SHOULDN'T
WE BE
LOOKING
FOR THEM ?

| T wANT TO
| GET oUT
8 OF HERE
1] AND GO
| BACK TO THE
| GARDENS !

THEY MUST BE LOST SOMEWHERE ELSE.., NO
ONE KNOWS HOW LARGE THE LOWER DEPTHS
ACTUALLY ARE.. EXCUSE ME, SIR, BUT COULD

YOU TAKE Us To AN EXIT ?

IT wouLD [

‘- I AN EXIT? HA HA ! IZZAT THE ONLY THING
YOU CAN THINK OF 7 YOU JUusT 6OT
HERE AND YOU ALREALY WANNA GO 7

—

I AM AFRAID
WE Do NOT HAVE
A CHOICE ! wg
MUST FoLLOW
THAT ROACHER !

THE
HHINTERLAND?
| WHAT A
HORRIBLE |

IDEA !




HE IS HARMLESS !
HE 1S JUST
ANOTHER ROACHER,
AND HE CANNOT
EVEN SEE YoU !

= Z

COME IN! THERE 12 | . [ 1 ;ﬁ 2
NOTHING TO FEAR ! S

DON'T BE SHY,
LADY ! HA HA ! WE
ROACHERS MAY
BE UGLY BUT WE
DON'T BITE !
HA HA HA !

RIGHT ! HA HA ! HE'S

BLIND ! HE'S A REJECT
FROM THEIR DAMN

INCUBATOR ! JUST ANOTHER

ROTTEN CLONE THAT SOME-
HOW ENDED UP HERE...

AR NSUE !
;Jyj“ﬁ.\l_‘\}etaml
A

R
WM\\‘ WAL _:"_\“. .\..Wu.-nh A

NC=Bs

'y -
0




| QUTNESTERZ

SO, WHAT
VOES THE
AUTOFPSY EE-
FPORT SAY,
SIEZ WAS
ONE OF
THEM THE

NO, SIK. THEY WERE THE

SENE SECURITY
UOWN IMMEDIATE-
LY. THE FATERNUM
INSISTS THAT
THE OUTNESTER
BE FOUND !

TWO PERPETRATORS WHO
RESUSCITATEL IT. THE OUT-
NESTER MUST HAVE FOUNEZ
REFUGE AMONG THE
KOACHERS THAT INFEST
THE LOWER PEPTHS!

| s 1 11

HOW MYSTERIOUS!
WHY POES HE
HATE ITSO =
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I WAS IN THAT
STINKING AT
HOLE, THEMN

WAITING FOR THIS MEETI
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PO NOT BE AFEAI?! YOU ARE IN MY
PREAM! THANKS TO IT, T HAVE BEEN ABLE
TO WATCH YOU SINCE YOU LANPERFE ON
AEFPENA ! I HAVE BEEN EAGEFRLY

TR A T U T RS VI S Tk A et LR A0

NG !

I OFTEN COME HERE. T

LOVE THIS TEEE ANIZ TS

FLOWERS. I SAW YU

ANP YOUR FRIEND

SLEEP UNPEE ONE
JUST LIKE IT,,

NiGHTmMARE! ]

YOU'RE

THAT
HORRIBLE
MONSTER |

’ ¥
reans ) WS
v ‘

wee

"JUST ANOTHER
ROTTEN CLONE",
LIKE THEOLZ MAN
SAIF.., COME WITH
ME! T WILL sHOW
YOU SOMETHING
INTERESTING ..
s
CLOSE BY..

SINCE YOU SEEM TO
KNOW S0 MUCH, BEFORE |
I 60 COMPLETELY CRAZY,
T'7 LIKE TO FIND OUT
WHEEE I AM, WHO ALL
THOSE OPP PECFLE
ARE, AN[Z WHY THEY
WANT TO KILL ME SO

THERE 1S MUCH I P2 NOT
KNOW., T AM NOT EEALLY

BLINZ. I SIMPLY FEFUSE TO

SEE THE ABSUEDITY OF

THE WORLE QUT THEEE..

e e .
“ ',Arn"""ﬂ v ? y B
"o e ”’""-ﬁ R e A Al
" .ty " i . . i
10> otens P gy -"“M. . > B i
T
"“"‘"l.-. o] ”v-?.""f., ""“‘ﬁh’ i Lt
' Hin
", = by, n + L My " ot
Li] .
L " -ﬁ“‘}m,_. G
R r £
EM el A e .
,Ir 4 v Fip ‘h

R

PLEASE, I
FON'T WANT
TO HEAR ANY
TIREDP CLICHES!

VEEY WELL. THIS IS WHAT I
KNOW: THE NEST WAS cREATED
BY A SMALL SECUP OF HUMANS
A THOUSAND? YEARS AGC. THE
STORIES ABOUT THEIE ORIGING
PIFFEE: FOLITICAL EXILES,
FLEEING CRIMINALS, LOST cOL-
ONISTS, ETC. BUT THERE IS ONE
VEESION STRANGER THAN ALL
THE OTHEES..

YES! THE HUMANS ARE
SAIZ TO© HAVE BEEN
BRCUGHT HEEE BY A
SENTIENT STAESHIP

THAT HAP COLLECTER
SAMPLES OF ALL IN- |
TELLIGENT LIFE FORMS |
IN THE GALAXY ON A !
PEsE.l?T PLA NET...

THAT'5 EX-
ACTLY WHAT
HAPPENED !
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I SUPFPOSE THAT BOOK WAS
WRITTEN BY AN EARLY SET-
TLER WHO WAS OCPPOSEDR”

I HEARD ONE OF [
THE MEN QUOT-
ING THAT! S@,

I GUESS THEY PANICKED AT

ANY IN THE NEST
3 B THE SIGHT OF ALL THIS NATURE,

SECRETLY BELIEVE THIS

TO BE TRUE, LIKE THE
ONES WHO RESUSCITAT =
EC YOU. THE BOOK OF
THE PYRAMICZ CONTAINS
A PASSAGE WHICH SAYS
THAT ONE PAY THE
GOPPESS ATANA
AN THE 60U STEL
WILL AWAKE AND
TEAR POWN THE
PEAPLY WALLS OF
IGNORANCE !

; B Vo = AR

YOU'RE THE PE-
SCENPANTS OF

THE ASTERO CREW |

KIPNAPPED BY
THE PYRAMIL?
OVER A THOU-
SAND” YEARS AGO!

THERE ARE STILL &0 MANY

THINGS THAT
AREN'T EXFPL,

LOOCK! THIS |5
WHAT I

WANTEC YOu

TO SEE!

_—

WHAT MAKES

AN PREFERREL TO BURY
THEMSELVES AN KE- CREATE
SOMETHING THAT MORE
CLOSELY CONFORMER T
THEIR IPEA OF CIVILIZATION,
T2 THINK THAT THE FPYRA-
MIZ KEPT IS ASLEEP FORF
ALL THAT TIME!

TO

oy 47

THE NESTZF

PEOBABLY. QUE HISTORY
MENTIONSG BLOCPY
PURGES AMONG THE
FIRST FAMILIES THAT
SPRANG FEOM THE
ORIGINAL
SETTLERS!

I HAVE NEVEK BEEN ABLE TO

PYRAMIFZ 'S
CONTEOL
CHAIRS | #*

YOU KNOW PERFECTLY

A - R

WELL THATSTELANDC T §

APPROACH THEM. WHEN T
TRY, I FIND MYSELF SENT

P CACK INTO MY PHYSICAL

Bl BO0Y AGAINST MY WILL, ANTZ

I AWAKE, MAYEE Y2Uu WILL

HAVE BET

TER LUcK

— = 7

YOU THINK I FO NOT KNOW. ARE NO 6005 5AY, I A L
THAT Z PERHAPS BECAUSE JUST REALIZER, I /) - Sl
YOU ARE THE PON'T KNOW WHAT 5 i o
GOPPESS Z TO CALL YOU .., :

WHAT'S YOUR NAME Z kﬁ,

MY NAME Z
WHAT A STRANGE
“ONCEPT!




IN THE NEST,
WE ARE ALL
NAMELESS
BECAUSE
WE AEE ALL
CLONED
FEOM THE
SAME

1] S LU TS S O 14 A £y ST UL LEA ST ¥ S " ——

I AM NOT YOUR GOPPESS! IT'M
ATANA FOMIEL BELFONTAINE, FEOM
LAZLAN .. WHAT IF I SIVE YOU A NAMEZ
LAZLO! WHAT PO YOU THINK =

SOMEDPAY, I'LL
RETUERN TO
LAZLAN .. T

DIPN'T WANT
™ 3&:021;..
- e } -

N ——

e

—rr— a LEen T gt T

BUT NOW THAT
TVE 60T A NEW

WAIT A MINUTE! WHY AM T

BACK IN MY OLZ
BorY £

SEXLESS,

SHAPELESS,
AGELESS

| IN SPITE OF
YOUR NAME,
YOU P2 NOT
SEEM TO
KNOW WHO
YOUu ARE .

THIS 15 THE WAY YOU STILL SEE YOUR-

SELF INSIPE. YOU MAY HAVE CHANGED

YOUR APPEARANCE, BUT YOU STILL
R S\ THINK OF Youe-

CREPIBLE!
AFTER ALL

THIS TIME
i T

THOUGHT [.-°
I' HAVE.| -~
BAH! |

o T ,
POESN'T ﬁ‘"
MATTER! | A

YOU Pz 1 T! YOU MUST BE A s00-
PESS! OTHERWISE, HOW COULE YOu
APPROACH THEM WITHOUT BEING

SENT BACK TO YOUR PHYSICAL BorY !

ST

I RECOGNIZE THEM !

F| THAT BROUGHT Us ouT
OF THE PYRAMIC !

AT
: BUT YOU'RE
WRONG ! THIS

£i;

A THING!

THEY'RE THE SAME CHAIRS [

OESN'T PROVE |

il AR e N R ]

V}E’EE IN YOUR PREAM,NOT MINE. T !
AN
BOPY UNLESS THE SAME HAPFENS

TO0 YOU ..

T BE SENT BACK TO MY PHYSICAL

o

Aty

WHEN WE FIRST LANPEDP
HERE, THEY PISAPPEAR-

T L -

T

ot =S e E[? WITH THE BUBBLE/ = B

o = : ANIZ WE LOST ALL B “
G R wr] CONTACT WITH THE S
e “[.d""'!-, X Ipiacan PYRAMIT . - # M P
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MAYBE THINGS
WILL BE PIFFERENT
IN MY PREAM ..,

i ).

YOU KNOW, T BET THE NESTERS
UON'T PREAM ! O.K.! HERE wséo1..

LY
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GCEEAT
UNIVERSE.! I'M
GOING TO
THEOW UP!

60vDESS! £

GOPPESS!
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GOUPESS!
WHERE
ARE YOU %

I FORGOT! THIS IS ALL A
PREAM! I AM RETURNING TO
MY PHYSICAL BOPY !

HANDS!Z
WHAT 15
HAPPENINGZ T AM
BECOM-
ING
IN-
TANGIBLE..




s0, You HAVE

HOW MUCZH WE HAVE IF You
LONGER 1% ARRIVED, SIE! EOUND THE WILL PLEASE [@
THIS THE LOWER OUTNESTER Z FOLLOW ME;, |
GOING TO ' _ WHERE SIR Z
TAKEZ B 253 | ] 5 18 ITZ - ;

INEED,
WE HAVE
LOCATEDRZ IT
AMONG THE
ROACHERS

[ e e T
VERY WELL! NOW, T
WANT T© SEE THE

OUTNESTER!

THIS |5
| ALL WEONG !

THEY
ARE
RoacHeRs,

WHY ARE |I'St

ALL & '
THEgE:E R
FACELESSZ * WELL,

R WE ALREADPY
I SEE. ITIS ARE, SIR! WE r
PISGUSTING. HAVE ORPEREP Eand
YOU MUST A SUPPLY OF S
TAKE FACES FOR =]
IMMEPIATE ALL THESE :
STEPS INCUBATOR
TC COVER EEJECTS AN
THIS IMPERFECT
OBSCENE CLONES!
PISPLAY !
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WHAT A RAT
HOLE! HOW
CAN THEY

LIVE IN SUcH
CONPITIONS

| WHAT COES IT ALL
MEAN, SIRZ 15 THE

OUTNESTERE

PEAD OR NOTZX

THAT 16 FOR
THE BEST,
SIR! SUCH
A FREAK
CANNOT BE
ALLGWEV

L!\/EI

atva

luil"u Iﬁ.uJ

| THE LOWER PEPTHS ARE

Y FuLL OF cuBICcLES LIKE THIS |
WHICH THE ROACHERS USE AS|
THEIE LIVING QUARTEES, IR !

‘Z.#

IT 1S INCOMPREHENSIBLE! THE VITAL FUNCTIONS
CONTINUE, 50 THE ENCEPHALOGRAM cANNOT BE
FLAT, UNLESS THIS 15 A HIGHLY SOPHISTICATEDR
ANPROID WITH A PISCONNECTEDR BRAIN .,

b IR =i
WE HAVE;AL ‘ 2
FLAT ENCEPHAL- HiL_Hl
6RAM15|E-’

m_-ﬂc_

Ii'“"

wil T 1S STILL
ALIVE. T KNOW

IT sSEeMsS
ABSUER BUT..,

IT 1S AFFICULT TO
SAY, SIR! ON ONE
HAND, IT IS :
FEAD, BUT

B

LR T

PLANET /

IMPOsSsIBLE.
SUCH ANPROIPS
ARE BEYOND
THE TECHNICAL
CAPABILITIES [A

OF ANYONE

ON THIS

THIS 1S MOST
AWKWARE THE
FATERNUM GAVE
ME STRICT ORPERS
TO HAVE IT
KILLEC BUT..

THE 6OPPESS LIVES!
SHE HAS £OME
TO TEAR PoWN
THE WALLS OF
IGNORANCE !

THE

GOPPESS
GOT

LosT

IN MY
PREAM ..

il sTANTING IN
| LINE LIKE THE

THIS ROACHER |
1S HARMLESS,
SIR! ITIS BUT
A BLIND,
CRIPPLED?
CH IL PU#




BLIND CRIPPLE OF NOT,
THIS FACIAL EXHIBITION |15 WATER !
EEVOLTING ! YOU ARE FEOM HIS
GOING TO w EYES!
HOLY NEST! WHAT THIS |15
15 THISZ ABSO-
LUTELY
PlscUs-
TING!

wAND
WHEN SHE
RETURNSG.,.

IT 16 OUT OF THE QUES-
TION, SIR! Y2U MUST PUT
ON YOUR FACE IMMEDIATELY!

C'MON! 6IVE THE cuYy A

BEREAK! HE'LL WEAR YOUR

GOPFAMN FACE, BUT HE

NEEVS TIME T'GET USEL”
A (i

e B e T A I AM 90?27; SlE, BUT
T AINT Y WHEN -~ THE COORPINATOR'S
YOU'RE AEéé’ACHE%, — ORPERS ALLOW NO
A ROTTEN CLONE ‘s EXCEPTIONS. ALL
REJECT LIKE THE ROACHERS MUsST,,,
RESTO'US! HAHA! 1
KNOW WHAT I
MEAN Z HA HA!




FOLLOW ME!
TIME T2
TAKE OFF!

EVERYONE |
AFTERHIM! | ¢

R

I HAVE NO CHOICE BUT
TO BRING ITS BOPY
TO THE PATERNUM,
WHO WiLL PECIPE
WHAT TO PO..

ARG
PRSI




CHARGE! I WANT TO KNOW
WHAT 1S GOING ON !

BRING ME THE CFFICER |N

WE
SEEM TO
BE STUCK,

ONE OF MY MEN

THE BOPY.
MEANWHILE /
PLEASE CLEAR

THE WAY!

=

24
o
EE

HAS FALLEN
VICTIM TO THE
NOSE FEVER, 51R!
WE HAVE HIM
CORNEREDP IN A

PEAD ENC/




BUT.. THEY HAVE
GONE MAZ!
THEY ARE GOING
TO TURN US

WHAT 15
HAPPENINGZ

ARE YOU NUTSZ WITH

| ALL THIS SECURITY, WE'LL

| ALL ENZ UP IN THE VATS

| IF WEPONTGO! I
THOUGHT YOU WANTEL”
TO GET OUTTA HERE !

SIR! SOMETHING
5 HAPPENING TO
THE OUTNESTER !

THIS AIN'T

L el —

NO TIME FOR S1GHT-

SEEIN', SONNY BOY! THAT IPICT
COORPINATOR GAVE THE ORFER
T'SHOOT THE POOR sicko OVER
THERE: AN THEM EOACHERS
AIN'T GONNA LET HIM GET
AWAY WITH IT! LET'S GO!

ARE You

ALL RIGHT,
SIRZ

NOTHING &

VAMAGED Z |

NO, T AM FINE! BUT
WHAT IN THE NEST
GOT INTO THEM Z!

GET FEIN-

FORCE-
MENTS !

THESE

E ROACHERS |

ARE
IN-
SANE!

YES! BUT

| FORTUNATELY
& THEY ARE |

TOo© WEAK
T0 BE A
THREAT !




THE CUTNESTER IS
WAKING UFP! Look !

sSR! sir!
COME SEE!

SHOULEP

I sTCOP
IT=Z

SHOOT

Ne2 il i
1S THE CUT-
NESTER,
BUTIT IS
ALREALZY
PEAP! I
MEAN, IT...
IT WAS SUP-
POSEr T
BE!" EErnr

I sAW !
THAT
OUT-

NESTER

15 NOT

HUMAN !




[ SRS AN VNS RS
S .

] 0

1T 1S5 HER.. THE,
GOCCESS.
SHE
HAS
AWAKEN-
EC!

IN THE
NAME OF
THE NEST,

SHOULP?

OH! LOOK! THE LIGHT
IS FAPING ! WE CAN

IPEA, BUT T
PO NOT LIKE
IT! HAVE
YOUR MEN
FEAPY TCO
SHOOT, sIR!

LU




GOPPESS !
GOPPESS!

GOVPESS!
COME BACK !
HOW CAN You
VANISH
INSIPE
MY OWN : : —
WA o [ e 50, THIS
e Eice Y P ST IS WHERE
bl i % v SHE WAS
A RS aalis HIPING Z
R e 7 i '

Lea's

i,




\ WHAT Z HOW 1% THIS POSSIBLE
SOMEONE ELSE IN MY PREAM Z
WHO ARE YOUZ

SHE 15 MINE 7O WED, THE
CEREMONY WILL BE
MAGNIFICENT! ALL MY
CHILPREN FROM THE
NEST WILL REJOICE TO
FINALLY HAVE A
TRUE MOTHEE!

1 SEE..BUT I STILL
MUST KNOW WHO YoUu
ARE.. WHO 15

PREAMING YOU .

I AM LIKE YJURSELF, A PEEAM CREATURE..
ATANA Z THE
BUT TELL ME, WHERE 1S ATANA HIPING # GODTESS 7
WHY P2 »ou
WANT HERZ

I CANNOT BETRAY HER TRUST! HER GOoP 7

LAZLO, SHE SAIP, I AM RETIRING Ex%eu.au'r L

TO A SECRET PLACE TO MECI- IT CAN

TATE. REVEAL ITS LOCATION

ONLY TO HIM WHO WILL BE ONL'Y GEJ
MY Gow ! ME: ME.

HOW P70 T KNOW you
SPEAK THE TRUTH #

L A, e

PON'T PLAY ME FOR A
FOOL., CHILP ! IF YOUR $0-
CALLED GOPPESS HAD
REALLY FETIRED TO MEPI-
TATE, AS YOU CLAIM, WHY
THEN WERE YOU £ALLING
TO HER Z ACCUSING
HER OF VANISHING
INGIPE YOUR
PEEAM Z

P

I WILL NOT
TELL YOU ANY
MORE UNTIL YOU
TELL ME WHO
HAS SENT You
INTO MY
PREEAM! WHAT
KINZ OF GOP
O You CLAIM
TO BEZ

THE IN A WAY,
PATERNUM ! YOU ARE
NO ONE RIGHT. You
BUT THE SHOULDP BE MY
PATERNUM GOV, SINCE.,
couLw LIKE ALL

HAVE I THE OTHER
SENT YOU! NESTERS,

I WAS

CLONEDP

YOoUu WITLESS
IPIOT! PON'T
YOUu EEALIZE
THAT Z AM
Yyour cor!
Yyou OWE ME
YOUEe VERY




W« BUT WHAT PID YOU GIVE ME Z
A BLIND, CRIPPLEDZ BOPY ! ANP
WHAT PIP YOou &GIVE TO ALL MY
COMPANION S WHO ENPURE LIFE
IN THE LOWER DEPTHS, AS IF THEY
WERE NOTHING BUT LIVING
PIECES OF GARBAGE Z AND
WHAT PIz YOoUu GIVE 7O AlLL
YOUR OTHER SONS, WHOM YOUu
CONPEMNEDR TO LIVE A MISEE-
ABLE, FACELESS AN NAMELESS
UNTZERBROUND EXISTENCE 7

IF THIS |S YOUR &OPLY WOREK,
THEN I OWE YOU NOTHING !
T WILL NOT TELL YOU WHEEFE
THE GOVPPESS WENT BECAUSE
IT |5 SAIDP SHE WILL PELIVERE
Us ANP TEAR POWN THE WALLS
OF IGNORANCE! I HATE »2u!

GET OUT OF MY PREAM /

out!







"!"‘"Jﬂ Lot |

THAT 16 IMPOS -
SIBLE' I CAN-
NOT BE HURT
IN MY OWN
PREAM !




HEY, KID, PON'T SCARE

ME LIKE THAT ANYMORE !

THAT MUST'VE BEEN SOME
PREAM YOU HAP!

I FOUGHT AGAINST SOME KIND OF NOTHING! 1T IF ONLY YOU'Z SEEN HER --
MONSTER..THAT IS ALL T REMEMBER/ — 15 A COMPLETE|" FLg:TING OUT OF THAT BASTARP 7’6573 Emggg ;;
. — : COORPINATOR'S FLOATER, ALL N H
GLOWY WITH SOME KINV OF Pl
BLUEISH LIGHT ! NO ONE'” LEEP #%

ABOUT THE EVER SEEN ANYTHIN' 50 THAT |5

GOPPESS Z | : ! WONPERFUL !

BAH! DPON'T
WORRY, KI?!
SHE'S A GOP.
THAT OUGHTA
BE coor FOR

| SOMETHIN'!

5

w
]
JOU BET YOUR BEANIE ! BUT HOLD ON, e e THEN, SHE AIMED SOME OF HER BLUEISH
THERE'S MORE ! SHE MOVED THROUGH E THE . LIGHT AT THE GUARD! THAT'S WHEN T
THE CROWY, IGNORING ROACHERS i GOPPESS. WHAT : . Ge L PRl
AND SECURITY LIKE THEY WEREN'T YOU ARE TELLING =T s EXCITING !
EVEN THERE, UNTIL SHE GOT TO A ME REMOVES ¥ AN -
GUARD WHO'Z JUST CAUGHT THEIR MY FINAL

STUPIPZ NOSE FEVER ! ' roueTs !

YOU AIN'T
HEARD




TS5 HORRIBLE! WE.WE

YOou MUST NOT
MUusT PO SOMETHING !

o THIS!

"HER LIGHT COMPLETELY SURPOUNPED THE GUARI, AN' WHEN |T FAPER, HIS
FACE WAS GONE, AN' THAT STARTE[Z A PANIC MONG THE OTHERS.."

ARE YOu
ALL BLINZZ

"I TRIERP TO STOP OUE PAL, BUT NO, IT
WAS LIKE HE'? GONE NUTS! "

THIS MAN B . ' LISTEN
IS A :

el TO WHAT
ﬁ;ﬁlj ; ’ HE SAYS |

= e
' N SAVED SHE |5 NOT A GODDESS, I FEBMAND THAT ool 2 meeAMED
I cae rovice ONLY A DANGEROUS THE PATERNUM | SOMETHING
WHIZH EVEN THE NEST'S FREAK ! THIS PERSON ARBITRATE! WE ARE | ABOUT THE
SCIENCE HAS BEEN IS A CRIMINAL WANTE® HIS CHILPREN! WE PATERNUM ...
POWERLESS TO CURE! BY SecURITY TRUST IN HIS
wispom !

FOR ME, IT PECVES
THAT THIS OUTNESTER
1S INPEEL? THE
GOVVESS SFOKEN
OF BY THE FoR-
BIPPEN BOCOK!

"THAT IPIOT COORPINATO




YES .. sOMETHING EVIL . SOMETHING
PEAPLY.. BUT NOW, I CANNOT
PEMEMBER,. THIS |5 VERY OPP.. T
HAVE NEVER EXPERIENCEF A MEMORY
BLOCK BETWEEN PREAM WORLP
AND FREAL WORLDP BEFORE !
CONTINUE !

IT NO LONG- THE BOACHERS ARE couLr
BE BVEN BECOMING AGITATED || THIS MAN
Lttt H AGAIN, SIR! WE | BE RIGHT
AGAINST ARE LOSING !
THE NOSE CONTROL

FEVER!

THE PATERNUM,
HE WHO 1S
OURE FATHER,
OUR MOTHER,
AND OURrR &0,
WIiLL JuPsE!

"AN' FINALLY, THE COORDPINATOR HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO GO ALONG WITH Him "

OUR 607! HOLY NEST! & | -5 | | BUT WHAT
NOW, T REMEMBER! THE | BEEN TRYINGE gl | CAN WE
PATERNUM! T WAS THE : TO KiLL THE £ |
PATERNUM WHO PREAMED GcOPPESS, |
THAT MONSTER | | OR PERHAFPS |
s X WoRSE ! :
WE MUST
STOP HIM !
e T

THE PATERNUM,

A MONSTER 7
I AIN'T

suRPRISEDR!




WYOUR HUMBLE CHILPREN COME IN, LITTLE ONES!
CRAVE THE BOON OF AN THE HOLY PATERNUM
AUPIENCE WITH THEIE AWAITS YOu'!
BELOVED PATERNUM !







PLEASE FORM A CIRCLE

FATHERE ,

I AM FATHER: BUT WE cONTINUE T ‘
AFRAIZ TO EXPERIENCE THE SAME ARCUNE THE MATEIX !
APPROACH INTERFERENCE .. MAIN TOTALLY SILENT !

THE
PATERNUM .,

THE COMMUNICATION HAS BEGUN,

KE-

FATHER !
SILENCE , MY LOOK! THE
CHILP! YOou lgi'ﬁf,?;
ARE WEAK ANDP?

UNENLIGHTENER, WITH THE
BUT THE INTER -
PATERNUM CARES FERENCE
il AGAIN !
FOR ALL HIS
OFFSPRING !

T AM LOSIN & THIS 1S IMPOSSIBLE!
THE SIGNAL ! ITIS AS NOTHING CAN BLOCK THE
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
OUR FATHER-MOTHER -

IF THERE 15 A
FOWERFUL FORCE
WHICH .., GOU ANP WE, HIS
CHILPREN !

I WILL
] B
BROATEN-
ING
THE
SPECTRUM ..




! THERE 16 THE RISK OF AN OVER-
/l\:xr,q:f ngpgggﬁa ..-.»Ig wLng’; ?ﬁg LOAD! STOP THE CLONING! FIRST,
TE#\Pémw RE OF THE ; : WE MUST RE-ESTABLISH
u 2l ]
NUTRIFLUIPS 1S EISING : ICATION

PANGERCUSLY !

HOLY NgsT!
ITWILL BE
THE FIRST
e _ TIME IN A
' THOUSANC
STOF YEARS !
THE
LAl ~LONINGZ [B

p o p 0
8 = o a
o
n .0 o 0
0 < 0
. @)
‘o & o
O o o ®
- Oo o L]
'9 o .
: H
o : o B o
IT 1S NOT ° O b % OOCH !
ENOUGH ! o % 6L RO HOLY
/ THE TEMPER- o o) S e NEST !
ATURE o & 2 o o ;|
CONTINUES Sl
TO RISE! o ° 5
THE ETERNAL o) p PLEASE, BROTHERS,
BorY 1T- 0 o REMAIN CALM!
SELF 1S o o . THERE, LOOK! A
THREATENED ! | § ° : PICTURE ON THE |
o . 0 SCREEN ! ‘
Q e . |
o : % « ©
c; ; : o : 1
° \: : o o
g : ¢ S
< ' o 2
[#] M p—

IT IS NOT IN
FOoCcUS, BUuT

WHATEVERE IT
15, IT 1S NOT
WEARING A

FACE!

I HAVE NEVER
SEEN ANYTHING
LIKE IT!




THE FATHER
1=

INTUREE !

THE
BROTHER
OPEIg\TOE

|

ANP? THE FATHER |S SERI-
ousLY INJURED ! CALL THE
MEPICS AT ONCE!

THIS 15 TERRIBLE! HOW
COULD SOMETHING LIKE
THIS HAPPEN Z

ANP I KNOW WHC 1S RESPONSIBLE !




IT I1& PERFECTLY CLEAR! WE
LAME HERE TO REQUEST
THE PATERNUM'S AR-
BITZA- TION REGARFING
THE \ OUTNESTER'S

FATE, CORRECTZ

YES, BUT FPLEASE,
HUREY, sIR! T MUsT
TENDP TO THE
FATHER'S WOUNIPS
BEFCRE THE

MEDPICS cOME!

THERE |5 MORE AT STAKE HEREE
THAN THE FATHER'S WOUNDS, si!
THERE |15 THE SURVIVAL OF THE
ETERNAL BOrY.. OF THE
PATERNUM HIMSELF! THE VERY
SURVIVAL OF THE NEST /IS AT
STAKE, S/2./

YOU CANNOT BE
SERIOUS, -
PINATOR ! HOW
COULD THIS BEZ

HOW COULP THIS BE Z THIS OUTNESTER, SIR, HAS
ALREAPY EXHIBITED STRANGE POWERS, WHICH IT |15
NOW USING TO TRY TO PESTROY THE NEST!

COME BACK,
BROTHERS !
IT 16 FOR-
B1PPEN
TO
APPROACH
THE
MATRIX !

WHAT Z
THE OUT-
NESTER Z

WHAT HAP-
PENEP ¥

WHAT
HAPPENED
TO THE
FATHER
1S HE
INJUREDZ

I KNOW,
BROTHER,
BUT sOME-
THING
HAS
HAPPENEL..

I PO NOT AGREE! IT IS TRUE THAT THE OUT-
NESTER HAS STRANGE POWERS, BUT THAT IS
BECAUSE SHE |12 THE GOPPESS, WHOSE COMING
WAS ANNOUNCEPD IN THE BOOK OF THE PYRAMIC?.!

AND THE GOVPPESS 15 LOVE,
HEALTH ANIZ HAPPINESS ! SHE
WOULP NEVER PO ANYTHING TO
HURT us! THAT IS IMPOSSIBLE !

YOUR THEORY 1S RIPICULOUS,
SIE ! PREPOSTEROUS !

PERHAPS, PERHAFPS

NCT, BUT IF IT IS S0,
WHY WOULP SH
CAUSE THIS =

I CAN ONLY 5EE
ONE ANSWER,
SIE. IF THE
GOPPESS |5
FIGHTING THE
PATERNUM, |IT
15 BECAUSE
THE PATERNUM
15,..ER...T MEAN,
15 NOT..ER ...

I WILL
KiLL HIM!
KIiLL Him !

COORPIN-
ATOR !
PLEASE,
SIE,
REMAIN
CALM |

KILL

THERE
WAS AN
ACCIPENT!

THEM ALL !

WHAT
15 HAP-
PENING?

PLOSIONZ

WHC WANTS
TO KIkLL
WHO 7




THEY ARE COMING !

WHC ARE
TnNEY,
MY CHILP Z

WHAT IS
HAPPENING Z

BROTHERS, FLEASE! THIS
1S5 INPEEDP SERICUS! REBELS?
YOU MUsT CLEAR AWAY OVER-
FROM THE MATRIX ! THROW
THE
PATERNUM Y

THEY ARE
AT7AcKING ./

THEY HAVE
TAKEN OVER
SECURITY AN
HAVE LOOTELR THE
ARSENAL !
THEY HAVE
PARALY ZED
COMMUNICATIONS !

THE REBELS,
SIR! THEY HAVE
JOINEP FORCES

WITH THE
ROACHERS! THEY
WANT To
OVERTHROW THE
PATERNUM !

THEY ARE MAC”!
THEY ARE
TEARING OFF
THEIR FACES

AN ..




THEY ARE
2 MADZ! THEY
WHAT 15 -' $ TER 7
WHAT 15 : RATHER PIE
nenen THAN EFE-
ING FORZ TRNEHT
- —— $ j
| INCH ! WHY
V G UOES THE
/ FPATEENUM
NOT IN-
TERVENEZ

: LET Us
L3 " 4 e R WITHPZRAW TO
THE PATERNUM'S
CHAMBERS!

ARE
WINNING
SIg!

-ul'l '0 . .'0 60’00



WHAT ARE THESE MEN POING IN

HERE, BROTHER # 70 THEY NOT A | A REVOLT Z!
KNOW IT 15 FORBIPPEN TO..

AND” WHY
AGAINST WHAT HAVE THE

WHO couLer MEPICS
WANT T2 FREBEL NOT YET
AGAINST ARRIVED
THE NEST 7 TO CARE
FOoR
[=lV]=4 =
THEY ARE oS
TALKING
ABOUT A
REBEL-
LION.. A
REVOLT..

IMPOSSIBLE
TO sTOP 4 f oWl
THEM , SEE TO 1T
BROTHER! AT ONCE,
BROTHER!

I..T P2 NOT UN- oI5
WHAT WILL IT HAT THE PATERNUM THI5 |5 THE ONE WH ;
TAKE FO?LYG’U' TO ?Zgﬁ“é?aﬁf IS SILENT ! WE REstCRE el FEV T .ca %T.Ea';.?zy
UNPERSTAND NOTHING LIKE THIS HAVE BEEN AND ALL WILL BEAS | g
mp?é:ﬁqo,&'? HAS EVER HAP- ORPHANED ! e : THE
ENT NEP.. -
15, SIEF PR L rad




BROTHER, IN THE
ABSENCE OF THE
FATHER YOU MUST
DECIPE: WHO SHOULD
WE FOLLOW Z THE
GCOPPESS CR

HOWY NEST! I PO
NOT ENCW... T ..
I NEED TO
CONSULT THE
PATERNUM ..,

THIS MAN IS IN A
STATE OF SHOCK !
HE IS INCAPABLE OF
MAKING A PECISION !

SEE FOR YOUESELF!
THIS SO-CALLED GOPTESS

1S NOTHING BUT A FREAK
MUTANT.I EVEN THOUGH
IT 1S ASLEEP, IT
TRIES TO USE ITS
MAGIC TO

PESTROY Uus!

AS NEST COCR-
PINATOR ..

sig!
WHAT ARE
YOU POING 7
You

CANNCOT ..

ITIS
FACE -
LESS!
HOW

HORRIBLE!
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STOP YOUR
CHILPISH
TANTRUMS
AN HEEDP?
THE WORPS
OF THE
PATERNUM !

NEVER IN A
THOUSANE?
YEARS
HAS SUCH
A SIGHT
BEEN
BEHELP !

80 THAT'S
THE
PATERNUM Z
IN-

CREDIBLE!

THE ALL-
MOTHER!




Yyou REBEL
AGAINST
1 e

!

W ORTERS !

You DARE
BRANDISH

YOUR

TIME! I AM
YOUR REACH! YOU
ARE NAt:*ém‘lrg
HILDREN ! %
gwpgp FooLS! \F
You PO NOT oBEY
ME, T SHALL
PURSUE YOU WITH
MY [PIVINE
WRATH !

YOU ARE FIN -

ISHED, PATERNUM!
WE ARE NO

LONGER YOUR
CHILPREN !

SACRILEGE .

YOUu PARE
DCEFY MY
POWER ¥
YOU PARE
CHALLENGE
MY WILL Z

Youz

MY CHILPRENTZ
My

OFFSPRING Z
I SHALL
PUNISH

You !

\\\\ﬁ\\\\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\“\\\&\\\?

> POWN WITH .
| THE BROTHERS ! %

S TR T A e







WHAT 15
HAPPENING 7




LET THE
HOLY CHILD?
THEOUGH !
LET US
THROUGH !

THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE !
THE PATERNUM

N

HOLY NEST!
s el |y LG
KILLEP THE
PATERNUM !

THE FATERNUM
/S PEAL.Y

THE
PATERNUM
/6 PEAD/




YOou WUz
RIGHT, soN !
WE GAVE
THE NEST A
oeoor
SHAKIN' UpP/




AMFTLERY O RD T Q" T"HE GO DD E S5 "
by MO E B LNUS

drew The Goddess in late 1988,
early 1989. It took me about four or five months to complete the story: | started on it in France, then |
came to the United States in January '89, and finished it in California. You can tell the place where |
stopped, because | changed pens. My last “French” page is page 50; on page 51, my lines become
thinner, more detailed.

Also, originally, my intention had been to finish the story with Atana’s disappearance, but it was
Jean-Marc Lofficier who told me that, in his opinion, the story needed a bigger payoff. So, we began
discussing the ending. Like most authors, | like to have sympathetic listeners to whom | can tell my
stories. His remarks made their way through my mind and, as a result, | added about twenty pages to
reveal the identity of the Paternum and show his overthrow.

Since my last book in the series, The Gardens of Aedena | have undergone not as much a
philosophical evolution as a variety of new life experiences. These changes that have occurred in
my life have found their way into my story. One could remark that my stories often say everything
about myself without revealing anything.

The Goddess grew in length and relevance as some of the preoccupations that had always
been part of its inspiration started taking a greater importance in my life. It represents the maturing of
concepts that had been seminally present in my work of the last few years. For example, the long-
nosed inhabitants of the Nest (which was itself a much smaller place to begin with) already appeared
in a short story entitled To See Naples, which | drew in 1987.

To me, these characters symbolize persons cut off from their environment, both physically and
spiritually. The deliberate formality with which they speak, their masks, are like impenetrable shells
behind which they hide. It is like certain types of neuroses that we develop during childhood, where
false layers of personality are created to cover all systems of communication with the outside world.

The coloring of The Goddess was done not on blue lines as usual, but directly on black-line
prints of the original art. At first, | thought it would be a good idea, but now | find the result a little dis-
appointing, in spite of Florence Breton’s marvelous work. My black lines have tumed gray and are a
little washed out by the colors and the intensity of the black lettering, which was superimposed later.
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Y MOEBILIS of The INSTITUTE

AT THAT TIME, TERMAN CLOSER WAS ONLY A SMALL, AT THAT TIME, HE WAS mnm
MESSENGER ...

I'M
BEARING

COUNCIL OF
CALMEL ()




SUDDENLY, AN ARROW OF
LIGHT PIERCED THE
UNFORTUNATE CHAMPION,
WHO EXPIRED ..

TS

DI66USTING !I

LATER THAT MONTH, ABOARD HIS

FLYER, TERMAN CLOSER REACHED

THE MOST IMFPORTANT PECISION
OF HIS LIFE...

THE GAME OF THE 6OD% IS
REALLY To2 CRLUEL ! Z'LL
00 EVERY THING IN WY POWER

0 PUT AgtoPTO IT/

BUT THAT DECISION
HAD /O EFFELT ON THE
GAME OF THE GODS, WHICH
CONTINLES TO THIS DAY,




S TIORY: NOTES by ~“MIOFEIBIEGUES

lack Thursday is a story drawn
during the early days of Metal Hurlant. It shows the influences of two of my favorite SF authors:
Roger Zelazny and Philip K. Dick. Their themes are intermingled and condensed in two pages, full of
elucubrations and graphic tricks. It is really a failed attempt at doing a “chic” SF story, which is okay
because | believe now that it is that very failure which prevents those two pages from looking old-
fashioned and helps them retain their freshness.

Fantasy and SF like comics, were accepted earlier in Europe as a valid form of expression. When |
look at the history of the genre, | see a garden. It began in a very small fashion, with a few, very beauti-
ful flowers—Jules Verne, H. G. Wells—then it bloomed. Now, it looks like an incredibly beautiful
jungle! And | eat the fruits of that garden, | do my best to be part of it.

In our century, imagination bloomed because everything else bloomed too: technology, science,
human rights, the quality of life. We live in a period of incredible wealth, in all fields, and if sometimes
we can have the feeling that something’s bad, it's only because we've learned to recognize it that
way. Before, we accepted things as normal that now we consider bad. For example, a couple of
centuries ago, a government killing three thousand people because they asked for their rights would
have been deemed normal, or ordinary. Now, we know it's not.

| never give the keys to my stories. My steries are not like a box of spaghetti, they don't come
with the instructions on them on how long you must put them in boiling water before you eat. | delib-
erately never help anyone, because if | do that, | feel I'm undercutting the pleasure of the reader, his
freedom to find in my story what HE finds interesting. Besides, if I'm so proud of my work, it must be
allowed to stand alone. | must tell the reader: “I've done my part, now it's your turn to be creative!”

However, we artists can only go so far as the people can follow us. We are not alone, we are part
of the system. We can take risks, but if you want to go to the peak of your consciousness, you may
very well find yourself alone. Even if you know how to translate what you saw, maybe only ten people
will be able to understand what you tell. But, if you have faith in your vision, and retell it again and
again, you will start noticing that, after a time, more people will begin to catch up with you. | certainly
found that with my stories. It is a little bit the same in science and technology: a discovery begins
with a scientist alone in his laboratory; then ten years later, everybody has “it” in their living-rooms.
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