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THE DROWSY, DARK CAVE OF THE MIND

.. Isthe place where, according to Rabindranath Tagore, dreams build
their nest “with fragments dropped from the day caravan.”

It is also the place where the battle for the planet Aedena is being waged, between Stel, Atan(a) and
their mentor, the mysterious Master Burg, and the forces of the dark side of the Dream, embodied by the
evil Paternum.

Moebius’ Aedena Cycle is, in like fashion, an ever-growing dream, carefully assembled from the daily
fragments of the artist’s life and soul.

In its first chapter, Upon A Star, we were introduced to the characters of Stel and Atan, two galactic
repairmen. Investigating the disappearance of the crew of a space station, captained by their friend
Trollopen, they were drawn to the planet Pool Ball, where a mysterious Pyramid had been gathering
specimens of all intelligent life forms in the galaxy. Thanks to Stel's uncanny powers with machinery, the
Pyramid was activated and took its unwilling passengers on a journey towards the legendary paradise
world, Aedena.

In the Gardens of Aedena, Stel and Atan found themselves alone in a vast and seemingly deserted
garden. There, mysterious psychic and physical forces eventually transformed them, revealing their
previously inhibited sexuality. This caused them to argue, fight and eventually separate.

InThe Goddess, Atan, now Atana, stumbled upon an underground civilization called The Nest, led by
the Paternum, the embodiment of the evil force which has plagued our heroes ever since they arrived on
Aedena. Atana is revealed to be the “Goddess” whose coming had been prophesied long ago. Atana’s
astral body eventually becomes trapped in a psychic dimension; however, her presence inspired the
Nest's rebels to rise and overthrow the Paternum.

When the fourth chapter opens, Stel, who has been looking for his long-lost companion, has made an
unfortunate encounter. . .
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AFTER HIS BITTER SEPARATION
FROM ATANA, STEL IS ATTEMPTING
TO REACH THE SEA ,CROSSING THE
VAST HINTERLANPS OF THE
ENIGMATIC PLANET AEDENA.,..







THE RIVER WHICH ONCE FLOWED THIS WAY WAS LONG

AGO SWALLOWED BY THE SANDS, LEAVING NO TRAIL

O THE SEA . HOW CAN ONE FIND HIS WAY ON THIS _ , 5 THE MONSTER'S
PATHLESS WORLD 7 FINALLY &GIVEN P!




___THIS DESERT
SEEMS ENDLESS...
AND I USED 1O

: A W,

DAMN !
EN/




HELLO, STEL ! REACHING YOLI WASN'T
EASY. YOLIR SHADOW FIELD ENCLOSES
SPACE AROLIND YOU... AND YET, YOU'RE
MORE GIFTER THAN MOST. YOUR
SHINING COCOON HAS THREE LEFT
SIDES, WHICH |8 QUITE
EXCEPTIONAL ,
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DO YOU HAVE
SOMETHING
T 2 WITH
THAT MASTER
BURE WHO
SEEMED TO

KNOW A LOT
ABOUT THIS
WORLD -~
AND THE

HT
THAT BROUG PYRAMID?

YOU HERE |S
COMPLEX AND
PELICATE. (T
CALLS UPON
POWERS OF
GREAT
MAGNITUDE .

AND
WHO ARE YU, |
ANYWAY? |

[FYOU THINK
ITS EASY T©
REARRANGE

ENERGYON [ (= / YOUR TRICKS

A MATERIAL-
PLANE AS
UNSTABLE AND
PERTURBED
AS THIS ONE,

PON'T IMPRESS ME
ANYMORE, BURG !
JUST TELL ME
MORE ABOUT
THIS "PANGER -~

YOU'RE e / — S5 AND ATANA .
MISTAKEN ! _ - % = HOWCANT
NEVERTHELESS, A 75 Iy _ ; FIND HER?
FORYOU, T 4 : X
WILL MAKE AN '

EFFORT !

A LITTLE
PATIENCE,
PLEASE !

I'MALMOST
THERE !




ATANA FOUND THE NEST-CITY, WHICH WAS GOINS NOWHERE ! YES. PURING HER FIGHT AGAINST THE PATERNUM-—
THE ENTROPIC- ENTITY THAT YoU YOURSELF FOUGHT

IN THE MOST APPALLING MATRIXIANIST FASHION. NATLIR -

ALLY, SHE SET THINGS RIGHT. BUT, UNFORTUNATELY,
THERE WAS A SMALL PROBLEM ...

1 UNDERSTAND, STEL ,
BUT AGAIN, IT'S NOT
THAT EASY...

THAT SOUNDS
AWFLUL ! WE HAVE
O GET HER OUT OF
THERE ! RIGHT
NOW !

WHEN LAST WE MET-- SHE FOUND HERSELF THROWN
INTO THE MAZE OF THE
SYNTHETIC-
ONEIRIVERSES...

I'M FED UP WITH
ALL YOUR GAMES! TELL
ME HOW TO FIND ATANA
AND HELP ME GETOUT
OF HERE. T CAN'T SPEND
THE REST OF MY LIFE
IN THIS DESERT !

RESIDUAL
TRACES OF THE
PATERNUM CONTINUE
TO INFEST AEDENA.

I NEED 1O TAKE
CARE OF IT, AS You

MUST FOLLOW
YOUR PROGRAM .

TO HELL
WITH THE

PROGRAM!




I PEMAND THAT OU TELL ME
EXACTLY WHERE ATANA IS, AND
HOW I CAN FREE HER !

I DON'T KNOW EXACTLY
WHERE SHE 1S, AND
AM THEREFRORE ROWER -
LESS TO HELP You.

SIT DOWN AND CALM YOURSELF.
ATANA WILL RETURN WHEN SHE
WISHES. MEANWHILE, THE DAN-
GER OF THE PATERNUM STILL
EXISTS. YOUR COMFANION OVER-
THREW HIM, BUT DIPN'T DESTROY
HIM. HIS ROWER THR?:T ENS EVEN
ME !

ONE CAN'T CONTROL LIFE, STEL. I CREATED THIS WORLD

LONG AGO, ESFECAALLY FOR ATANA ANPD YOLI. T ONLY KNEW

ONE THING THEN: THAT SOMEDAY YOU'P COME HERE AND

LIVE WHAT Y2U MUST. BUT I CAN'T MAKE YOU LOVE , OR

HATE. YOU MUST BE FREE TO MAKE YOUR OWN MISTAKES -~
OR TO SAVE YOURSELVES !

"CREATED THIS WORLD"Z
YEAH, RIGHT. I'M NOT
PART OF ANY OF YOUR
DAMN PROGRAMS, YoUI
HEARZ T WANT ATANA /

SO YOU'RE POWERLESS TO
HELP ME 7

NOT QUITE. I CAN CREATE
THIS FIRE T2 PROTECT YOU
FROM THE COLD.




YOUR JOKES ARE WEARING THIN, BURG. AND FRANKLY,
I'VE &0T TO TELL YoU THAT I DON'T TRUST
YOu.-

YOU'RE
HOPELESS !
THE ANYWAY
BEGINNING OF WHAT
wishom ! ABoUT THE
PATERNLMZ

HAVE
YOUNOTICED
ANYTHING
UNUSUAL
LATELY?

AND YOU SAY THAT THIS
CREATURE SOMEROW SEEMED
UNNATURALZ

I THOUGHT
SO 1T LOOKED |LIKE
A PINOSAUR, BUT WITH
A HEAD LIKE A PARROT.
GROTESGQUE, BUT
PANGEROUS,




DANGEROUS INDEED. T THINK THAT ‘ ... BUT HE CAN STILL INCORPORATE : I DON'T LUNPERSTAND
WHAT YOU ENCOUNTERED WAS A MANI- HIMSELF BY TAPPING INTO THE !
FESTATION OF THE PATERNUM. HE NO

ANY OF THIS...
REMNANT WAVES OF THE PLAN-
LONGER HAS ENOUGH ROWER TO REACH ETARY
YOU IN YOUR DREAMS, LIKE HE PIP PLASMA .
BEFORE ... ==

BUT...»oU...You
SMOKE 7

ONLY
ONCERTAIN
OCCASIONS,
OF
COURSE.

MENTAL ..




OCHANPALII \ | | SWANII
g OLLH

OLLL...

SHE SAIP
ATANA'S NAME... BUT
THATS ALL T
UNDERSTOOD!

SHE CALLED HER
“SWANII” WHICH
MEANS “GOPDESS”
IN THEIR LANGUAGE -
THEN, SHE SAID "OCHANDAI”
WHICH TRANSLATES AS
“SHE WILL PIE
UNLESS
SOMEONE
RESCUES
HER"!




ATANA WILL DIE...

WHATS GOING ON
HERE ZSHOULD 1

BELIEVE WHAT

THAT GNATGIRL
SAIPZ GREAT
UNIVERSE ! IS
ATANA GOING

TO PIE...

FIRST, I'VE
&OT 1O FIND
HER . BURE
MENTIONED
SOME KIND
OF "NEST-
CITY MAYBE
.. BURG,
WHERE'S
THAT...

VANISHED
AGAINL AND
JusT WHEN
I NEEDED
HIM!

THE AEDELVES
ARE GONE TOO/
FLOWN AWAY !
DAMN GNATS!

BaSTARD!
T WAS RIGHT
NOT T2 TRUST
HIAA !




T'VE FINISHED OFF MY SUPPLY OF
BERRIES AND NUTS. I'VE RUNOUT OF
WATER, I'M ALONE IN A PESERT,
ABANDONED BY A SO-CALLED
“CREATOR OF WORLDS ", . HA!

T'VE KNOWN A GOOD NUMBER
OF SPACE EXPLORERS WHO
FANCIEP THEMSELVES
"CREATORS" OF THE

WORLPS THEY'P
FOUND...

WHO...
EXCEPT ME?

..BUT BURG ISN'T
LIKE ANY OF THEM. HE'S GO T
STRANGE POWERS, AND THERE'S
NO DOUBT THAT HE KNOWS MORE
THAN HE'S TELLING ME. AND WHAT
ABOUT THAT AEPELFZ THE LITTLE
CREATURE SEEMED GENUINELY
CONCERNEP ABOLIT ATANA . MY
LOVE .. WHERE ARE YOU 7
WHOS GOING TO
RESCUE You?

™
GETTING SLEEPY,
MAYBE TLLGET
AN INGPIRATION
IN MY
DREAMS?




WON'T THAT THING EVER

LEAVE ME ALONE!?

18



YET, THE RAPIO
SEEMS TOBE IN
PERFECT ORPER...

OUR LAST PORT
ABLE REFRIG-
ERATION UNIT
HAS JUST BRO-
KEN POWN, SIR.
IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE
TO CONTINUE
WITH THE
REPAIRS UNDER
THESE
CONDPITIONS...

507

HENSIBLE !

NOTHING, SIR !
EITHER THE NEST NO
LONGER EXISTS, OR
OUR RAPIO 1S NO

LONGER
FUNCTIONING !

WE HAVE
A PROBLEM,
SIR!

I REALIZE THAT IT
1S DIFFICULT, BUT
YOU KNOW AS WELL
AS 1 PO THAT THE
RULES ARE THE RULES!

ER,YES 5IR.

THE RULES
ARE, ER,

THE RULES! B2




TRY
CONTACTING THE
UNIT WHICH 18

PATROLLING
IN SECTOR B.

Zwooo,
CR®R
IN THE

PATERNUM...
CRRR

...THE NEST... WE ARE FREE
AT LAST! THE TYRANNY OF
THE PATERNLM 15 NO MORE!
THROW AWAY YOLR FACES.
THEY ARE BUT MASKS.

LET US LIVE NAKEC...

NAKED AND
A N FREE/

.h\

..\\.

IT 15
INCREPIBLE !
)\ THE PATERNUM
15 NO
MO--

T s i W,

WAIT !
I AM
GETTING
A
SIGNAL /

THE RULES

ARE THE RULES,

TO HELL WITH
THE RULES! P@ THEY
SAY ANYTHING ABouT

BREAKING DOWN

IN THE DESERT 7

HUH?

I CANNOT
TAKE IT ANYMORE/

I NEED

TO TH

INK /

I..

SHOULD WE:
L.ET THE WOUND-
EP SIR DIE?

1S THAT IN THE




ST
[=)

THE
LEADER/

WHAT 1S HAPPENING
LOOKS LIKE

THEY ARE
FIGHTING...

WHAT

HAPPENED,

1S THE
PRISONER
ESCAPING 7

DD You sHooT
THE PRISONER Z




100 LLBUTDIPT KILL

NOT THE PRISONER? - ': i —
SHooT ,_

: : ...HE WENTCRAZY, THE
THE : - b NOSE FEVER... THE
PRISONER... RULES... YES, THE
RULES ARE THE
RULES/

YOUR REPARS! o e O e -
BEFORE X<} | AN e
et 4 THE 5TAR
WRENCH.

GREAT
PATERNUM ALMOST As
WHY DID T IF A STRONGER
DO SUCH A WILL

THING 2 OVERRODE

MINE...

ON TOP OF IT, IT 18 \
STUPIDP. I SHALL NOT
BE ABLE TO HIPE THE
NEST'S FALL FROM
THEM FOREVER.
WHAT AM T--

YES .YES.

GO BACK
TO THE

SHUTTLE /.

SIR!
LOOK. AT
THIS!

22



WhAT ARE YOu

2
DONG? ARE YOU WHYZ 1 HAVE JUST SPENT AN HOUR

PILING STONES ON TOP OF THE

NOTO AFRAID § FéA_Cr’JOSIQ’S BoDY.
5 UT NONE WAS AS INTERESTING
CONTAMINATION? AS THIS ONE !

OBSCENE 7 BUT
WHY?7 LOOK AT THE
STYLE. IT 1S
MAGNIFICENT... AND
ALMOST CERTAINLY
VERY OLD/

K

I DO NOT SHARE YOUR
FEELINGS AT ALL,SIR/
IN FACT, I WOULD SAY
THAT THIS... THING
LOOKS DEFINITELY —
OBSCENE /!

T _am—

IT 1S A PERVERSION
THE WORK OF AN
OUTNESTER / THE
SHAMEFUL
__ EXHIBITION OF
ORGANS, NO
MATTER HOW OLP,
IS EXPLICITLY
FORBIPPEN BY
THE RULES /

Dgr‘- & _-

T

GET RID OF

IT AT ONCE, OR

I WILL KILL You!
LIKE

THE RAPIOSIR!

23



-

HE IS

I CANNOT TAKE IT COMING
ANYMORE SIR! IT 1S BACK ]
UNBEARABLY HOT...

mﬂ
IWILLTELL
THE LEADER !
RULES OR
NO RULES,
I CANNOT
TAKE IT
ANYMORE |

WAIT!

AND THE RADIOSIR'S
DEATH ..UNBELIEVABLE |
HE KILLS A SIR AND
THEN,HE SAYS, IT 1S
THE RULES, BUT T
sAY, T IsToO
EASY...

SHUT up!
LOOK. AT
THAT !




= l
LIE$ HEAV! y UFDN THE PLAIN,

visTU

ONLY BY THE CREATURE'S
FIERCE THUNDERING ...

WHAT...WHAT IS
HAPPENING...TO ME?

..M-MY H-HEAD...OM!

.'_M

oi ol Y

‘.I:Sv
N"Qz__m% oy |
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DID YOu SEE THAT?
WITHONE SINGLE
BEAM IN (TS5
HEAD!

FEELS LIKE
BURSTING...

MASTER BURG

WAS RIGHT ! THAT
THING WAS NOTHING
BUT A PUPPET

WHOSE STRINGS
WERE PULLED BY
THAT... PATERNUM ...

(-
©

27

THESE MEN SAVEP MY
LIFE, BUT THEY HAVEN'T
REALLY SOLVED MY PROB-
MONSTER WILL FIND
ANOTHER PUPPET AND
T'LL BE RIGHT BACK
WHERE 1 STARTED...

|

resae (@)




. “WHAT STRANGE
WORLD, “ THINKS STEL.
"WHERE IMPOSSIBLE
.  MONSTERS TURN
. INTO IMPROBABLE

FLOWERS..." +:n

sSR! IT 15 AN
OUTNESTER !

WATCH out!

you

LIKE AN OUTNESTER

WITH YOUR HEAD
COVERED WITH

28

NAME 1S5 S5TEL.
I DPON'T KNOW

WHAT AN
" OUTNESTER”




HOW CAN YoU LIVE
LIKE THAT Z WITHOUT
A FACE, LIKE
AN ANIMAL ?

WITHOUT
A FACE?

( 1 GET IT! THESE MEN\
COME FROM THAT

“NEST-CITY” pe.

MENTIONED

BY BURG !

THIS

| CHANGES

..EXPOSING
YOUR OBSCENE
ORGANS IN
PugLIiC /

..WHICH

IS AGAINST
THE

RuLes!/

T'M ONLY AN \
IGNORANT TRAVELER

STRANPED ON THIS
PLANET. PLEASE TAKE ME

AWAY FROM HERE AND
SHOW ME HOW TO
RESPECT YOUR

CUSTOMS!




“"GREAT LINIVERSE, " THINKS
STEL,"THESE MASKEDP MEN ARE
SOLPIERS OF THE PATERNUM...
BUT THEY DONT SEEM TO KNOW
THAT THE NEST OVERTHREW
IT8 FORMER &OU..."

THE SILENCE
OF THE DESERT
GROWS
OPPRESSIVE...

THANK YOU !

WE ALWAYS 1'VE BEEN WANDERING
CARRY ngAsPARE AROUND THIS DESERT LIKE
BODYSUITS... AN ANIMAL FOR TOO LONG.

WHAT PLEASURE TO FIND
CIVILIZATION
AGAIN /

ABLE TO HELP. I UsEep
TO BE A REPAIRMAN. BUT
FIRST, I'D LOVE SOME

WATER , PLEASE.

You may
HAVE TO WAIT A
LITTLE LONGER.OUR

UTTLE HAS BROKEN
=8 N, AND OUR

MECANO |S
ILL.




Us Look
INSIPE THE
SHUTTLE,

: = WE WiLL A CIRETRID

GREAT Tl - ) > 5 MUST GET
PATERNUM / THE = il FQsiaN P iﬁséeﬂeléi (8 DECENT
RADIO HAS BEEN B ) - AN DARTY .- CLOTHES
SABOTAGED / e | | ATER.. : FOR THIS

' NATURALLY THE RULES FORBID US TO TAKE
HOW CAN YOU STAND O e v | OUR FACES OFF, o EVEN THOUGH, ONLY A
50 MUCH HEAT? ARENT s ) D\ FEW Hours [ AcO, THiS siR HERE
YOU DYING INSIDE THESE  J PORTABLE REFRIG ' A" TRED TO REMOVE
UNIFORMS 7 ERATION UNITS, BUT P ALL HIS
: AFTER OUR MECANO : i CLOTHES /
FELL 5ICcK,NO Xk .
ONE KNEW HOW TO
MAINTAIN THEM
AND THEY HAVE
ALL BROKEN
DOWN..

HAVE BEEN
TEMPORARILY
\ INSANE... =




HERE 15 YOUR
suIT, ouT-
NESTER/

THANK you! LET ME
TAKE A LOOK AT YOUR
REFRIGERATION UNITS.

MAYBE I CAN FIX THEM.,
WHAT ABOUuT MY

WEAR YOUR
FACE BEFORE
YOU CAN EAT
OR PRINK .
THAT 'S
THE
RULES.

SURE.! PLUG THE GREAT/
JUST AS T

THOflG;HT ‘ms BLAZURIONE DIRECTLY

ONLY A LOOSE INTO THE PEEPER

VALVE AND YOU'LL
HAVE TWENTY
MORE HOURS
OF POWER!

TORNIOPE !

FIRST, LET ME
PUT ON... How o T
DRINK THROUGH THIS?
AH, 1 SEE/INSCREW
THIS.. THEN THAT /=7 TECHNOLOGY 1S
' ... OKAY! A CRAZY MISHMASH
P OF THE IMPERILM'S--
ALL PRESERVED IN A S
NEUROTICALLY
CONSERVATIVE o

YOUu ARE
AMAZING, OUTNESTER!
IF You DO AS WELL WHEN

You LOOK AT OUR
SHUTTLE, WE WILL ALL
BE SAVEDP/




GOOP! BECAUSE WE
NOW ARE NOT ReADPY TO LEAVE.
I've S\ATELH:L THIRST FIRST, WE MUST FIND OUR
!
ACCORPING TO THE LEAPER !
RULES, T CAN )125(5 "
A LOOK AT i Sir! THE
ENGINE > Y  MECANC's
\ CONPITION > -
SEEMS TO HA:HE : | ( IT WILL BE EASIER
STABILIZED. SAID THAN DONE. IN
MY OPINION, HE HAS

WHY ELSE WOULD HE HAVE WE ARE REALLY IN TROUBLE ! OUR =7 WAIT/ THERE (& ANOTHER EX-
:gru nﬁN H DESTROYED THE reAmsft ? LEADER, INSANE ! OUR MECANO, PLANAJSN'T!E\N?AT IF THE RAED:O-
E\  AND KILLED THE RADIOSIR? SICK ! OUR RADIOSIR, DEAP. OUR SIR'S DEATH AND SUBSE -
38\ UNLESS HE HAS GONE 4 SHUTTLE, BROKEN DOWN ! AND T GUENT SABOTAGE MEANT
MAD ? -_ AWM NOT EVEN MENTIONING THAT THAT, FAR FROM BEING
« 8.7 MONSTER THAT TURNED | i MAD, OUR LEADER WAS
BALLOON ! 4) : TRYING TO PREVENT
< Us FROM
CONTACTING
THE NEST 7

THAT MAKES NO SENSE B\
WHY WOULD HE DO THAT? L WHYZ WHERE?
AND WHERE 16 HE HIDING - TOO MANY PUZZLES...
NOW ? = LIKE THAT WE(RD OUT-
@ NESTER FROM ouT
OF NOWHERE... T
WONDER HOW
HE 1&
DONG...




2o Yoy
NEED @MW HE{L@?

000‘
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BY THE
NEST/

HE 1S

LEAVING /

CHILD'S PLAY! I JusT
HAD TO CLEAN THE
CONNECTING K-CLAMPS
OF THE FIELD
GENERATORS AND IT'S
PURRING LIKE A
KITTEN /

NOow, I'VE
&O0T 10 GET THIS
SHIP POWN
WITHOUT BREAKING
ANY METAL/

STEL SUPPENLY REALIZES THAT THE GUARDS
BELOW MUST BELIEVE THEMSELVES BETRAYED.
THE THOUGHT OF LEAYING THEM OCCURS TO
HIM, BUT 7O &0 WHERE 7 ONLY THEY KNOW
THE NEST'S LOCATION. BESIDES, ABANDPONING
THEM IN THE PESERT WITH A SICKK MAN...




WHAT JOY
TO AGAIN FEEL
A MACHINE
RESFONDING .
TO MY
COMMANDS !

e e A Tl i P kA

A

o e i T e i

T e T

WE
ARE

Romep ),

THEY ARE
ANIMALS,
AND WE FAILED
IN OuRr

THEY MAY BE
ANIMALS, BUT THAT
ONE KNEW HOW
TO REFAIR THE
ENGINES,
AND..

36



THE SUN'S BLAZING
RAYS &TRIKE THE
SHUTTLE AS IT
LANDS SILENTLY
PEFORE THE THREE
SPEECHLESS
GUARDS...

WHY THE
LONG
FACES !

HA! HA!

WE THOUGHT
YOU 8CARED US YOU HAD WE HAD LOST ALL
HORRIBLY, SIR / ABANDONED HOPE... THEN WE
us! SAW YOU COME

BACK/

I'M SORRY

TO HAVE &GIVEN

YOU SUCH A FRIGHT,
BUT AS SOON AS I'D
FINISHEDP CLEANING
THE K-CLAMPS, THE

FIELD GENERATORS

KICKEDP IN AND THE

SHIP ROSE UP LIKE

A SCOAP BUBBLE!

.......

37



NO ONE MOVE!
PUT YOUR HANDS

you
ARE ALL
MY PRISONERS !
T WILL KILL
THE FIRST
WHO TRIES
0 RESIST!

LISTEN
TO ME!

e

I
KNEW
IT! THE
PATERNUM'S
BACK!




YOU, THE
OUTNESTER,
STAY AWAY

FROM THE
SHUTTLE!

INCREP|BLE!

139



YES, IT 1S ME... WITH
A LITTLE SOMETHING EXTRA!
HA!' HA! HA !

LOCK THE OUTNESTER N
THE DETENTION CELL, WITH
THE OTHER ONE !

YOU SHOULD THINK TWICE BEFORE
YOU OBEY THIS MAN'S ORPERS. HE'S
NOT WHAT HE PRETENDS TO BE. HE'S
POSSESSED BY SOME EVIL ENTITY

PLEASE, BELIEVE ME ...

HE MAY BE RIGHT, you
KNOW, SIR. IO You SEE
THAT THING ON THE
LEAPER'S HEAD 7

YES, 1
PP SEE
\T.. BuUT

WE WILL
Discuss IT

LATER... A
e

%

GET UP OUT-
NESTER! WE

BRING You A
FRIEND !

40

AND TRy
TO BEHAVE,
BOTH OF

)

an
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WHAT A DILEMMA !

T HAVE NEVER HEARD
OF SUCH ATHING /
AND YET, WE CANNCOT
VERY WELL DI\SOBEY

NO. IT WouLP BE
AGAINST THE RULES,
WOULP IT NOT 7

41

OUR LEADER WAS ALWAYS A LITTLE
OvD, BUT NOW HE HAS GONE
BEYOND THE BOUNDS. PID YOU
5EE 7 HE HAS REMOVED
HIS UNIFORM ...

AND
THAT BeAsT
ON HIS HEAD..

IT LOOKS

LIKE A
LIZARD /

I THINK
HE 15
BECOMING
IMPATIENT
AND WANTS
TO SEE

Us.




FIRST, I'M
TAKING OFF THIS
DAMNED MASK .

NOW THAT THE
PATERNLIM'S BACK.,
I DON'T NEED TO MAKE
ANY MORE EFFORT TO
KEEP THESE MANIACS
HAPPY!

OUCH!N&GH! TM PULLING...
NCH!AIEI QUCH! 1IT'S LIKE
TEARING OFF MY SKIN !

WHAT PO

YOU THINK., MY

LINFORTUNATE
FRIEND?




. THE IT FELL INTO
olepinit = THE TRAITORS'
’ HANDS ..

LOST.

PEATH AND THE

= — ]

GREAT THE NEST, LosT/
PATERNUM, TRAITORS? ' 1  DOES THIS HAVE ANy-
ITIS... i | THING TO PO WITH

HorriBiE! il : ‘] OUR RADIOSIR'S

(OSIR' HEARING THE vo 1 ; A
wﬁsmﬁ;ofc‘if’ogﬁ’?” f 4 VICTORIOUS UNDERSTAND | PR L. BUT N
YOUR LEADER 5’ SHOUTS OF THE YOU CORRECTLY, =~ REALITY,
PANICKED. MY TELE- RABBLE WHO KILLED SR 7 YOU ARE
PATHIC ORDER WAS \ ME CAUSED ME TO You ARE ' .. -
ONLY TO KEEP THE HAVE AN UNCON- | | NoT ouRr THE
TRUTH SECRET UNTIL e\ TROLLABLE PATERNUM 7
I ARRIVED. THE SN\ EMOTIONAL : 3
SABOTAGE, SRk RN\ OiISCHARGE .-

HOWEVER , wAS 7
MY DOING...

) G, : YES! IF THE PATERNUM
R CAN THAT WAS ASSASSINATED,

BE7 AS YOUu SAID, HOW
COULD YOU BE HM 7
AND WHAT 1S
THAT
LIZARD 7




FAITHLESS SIRS . ONLY THE
SHELL WHICH CONTAINED ME
WAS PESTROYED.! THE
PATERNUM HIMSELF 1S

NO MATTER WHAT SUPPORTS
T USE--MONSTER OR
LIZARD--You OWE ME
YOUR UNCONDITIONAL
OBEDIENCE BECAUSE
I AM YOUR FATHER

AND YOUR

WE'
N\ LEAVING/

NOW TAKE THE WOUNPED

S5IR BACK INTO THE SHUTTLE

AND GATHER ALL YOLUR
EQUIPMENT /

RE

WHAT
PIRECTION,
PATERNUM 7

BUT,
GREAT
PATERNUM,
IF THE NEST
IS LOST,
THEN WE
HAVE
NOWHERE
10 60!

e o

THE
PATERN LM
HAS PLANS
FOR ALL
CONTIN-

- GENCIES




WE'RE
MOVING. BUT
WHERE ARE

WE

GOING 7

BUT IF ATANA DEFEATED HIM
THERE, THE PATERNUM WOULDPN'T
BPE LIKELY TO RETURN...
ATANA! EVERYTHING SEEMS
TO CONSPIRE 1O KEEP

US APART...

WE ARE ENTER- Rl AT \ i KEEP GONG

- ' ' - = AND STOP
ING UNCHARTED = rTT _ e
TERRITORY, RS , ; \ _ _ RUESTIONING

PATERNUM . ' =i S : ' : i i
ADVERSITY B g QB Tyl ¢ 7. \ ;
MOUNTAINS,

THE FIRE

LAKES...

JusT OBEY
YOUR
PATERNUM ...

... PATERNUM/




ADVERSITY
SUDDENLY, A MOUNTAINS ! HANG
VIOLENT DRAFT... Rt

o

WATCH I AM DOING
auT, 1IpIoT, THE BEST T caN,
OR WE'LL FATERNUM, BUIT
SMASH THE SHUTTLE
INTO THE MOES NOT HAVE
CLIFFS! : ENOUGH
/ \ POWER TO...







AL
WERE GOING
O CRAGH




LAND ON

TOP OF THAT

ISLAND OVER
THERE !

THE BI&
ONE IN THE
MIDDLE!




How
INTERESTING!
WE SHOULD
GETOUT
AND MAKE
SOME OBSER-
VATIONS!

BUT PATERNUM, I 170D
WE ONLY WANTED You o
10 STUDY SHUT UP!
THIS...




s |t oo




WELCOME
BELOVED PATERNUM...
STEP MIGHTILY IN YOUR
NEW NEST.. LET YOUR
POWER FiLL OUR STERNUM..
AND FEEL OUR JOY
TO THE FULLEST...

WHAT ARE
ALL THESE
TARMUKS 7

PRE -EGYPTIAN
ORGAN
Music !

my
FAVORITE /

IT 15 BEAUTIFUL / s
THiS NEW NESTS | SinEnes,
WELCOMING (e YOUu THREE !
COMMITTEE HAS :
DONE THINGS
WELL,
PATERNUM /

' ; SIRs ! !
WE ARE YOUR ERRANT CHILPREN - e f55|Rs.
YOU ARE OUR RETURN'D MOSES &l ) gare
LET OUR HAPPINESS FREELY RUN

FROM THE TIPTOP OF OUR NOSES




YOU ARE
INDEED ERRANT
CHILOREN, AND T
AM YOLR PATERNLM!
1 HAVE COME BECAUSE,
TOGETHER , WE HAVE
A MISSION TO
FULFILL !

[ You HAVE RETURNED |

AT LAST/

STRANGE! IT LOOKs
LIKE OUR NEST, BUT IT
IS NOT, EVEN THE
SIRS LOOK DIFFERENT/

STARTING
TO WONPER
IF THE
OUTNESTER
WAS
RIGHT...

BUILDING A
NEST BENEATH
A FIRE LAKE..

SHEER

MADPNESS !

MAYBE
NOT. ITISA
GO0 HIPING

PLACE...

ABSURD !
AN
-OUTNESTER
CANNOT
BE
RIGHT /

WE SHALL START A HOLY WAR AGAINST
THE BETRAYERS ANDP RECONGUER THE
FIRST NEST. THEN, WE SHALL EMBARK

UPON THE CONRUEST OF THIS ENTIRE

PLANET/ AEPSEQ w;i LL AT LAST BE

S/

THE SECONP
D P NECcoE.
TO WEL '

YOU, GREAT' -

PATERNUM /

FOLLOW ME,

PATERNUM. YOUR
APARTMENTS HAVE
' BEEN

BE-
LOVED

J\ PATERNUM!

PREPARED.

YET DOUBTS ASSAIL ME! THINGS

IT IS AS IF THE WORLD ARE STBANGE
I HAD ALWAYS KNOWN INDEZD - LIeE
SUPDENLY CRUMBLED

BEFORE MY EYES.
LIKE THAT!

THE PATERNLUM
HIMSELF. T FIND
HIM STRANGE. PO
YOU NOT THINK HE
IS STRANGE 7

LIFE
ITSELF 1S
STRANGE, SIR!
BUT LOOK,

THEY ARE

PRA
CUTNESTER
WAS
WRONG! /




TN

FINALLY /

SOMEONE !/ MY

FRIEND
AND T
WERE
STARTING TO
WONPER HOW
LONG IT'D BE
UNTIL YOU GOT
us ouT OF
THIS RAT'S
NEST/

PLEASE
FOLLOW ME,
SIR!

THE ; ORHD]MA?RHEOILS AN
PATERNLIM 51% P[_{% REWESTER
iR =49 1 : h PROGRAMMWMING WILL
o ' ) TEACH HIM THE
: RULES. A SPECIAL
TEAM 1S ON THE
WAY TO TAKE
CARE OF HIM...

TAKE TH\S G-CAB,
SIR, AND THIS SIR WILL
BE YOUR GUIDE !

54



AMAZING !
A TEEMING
UNDERGROLIND
CITY HIDPEN
BENEATH &
THIS SAVAGE h& : THIS
WORLP.. =N Ul : 15 OURrR
e MID-NEST
AREA,
SIR.

PRATS !

IF T WANT
TO FIND ATANA,
I'VE &OT TO
FIND A WAY TO

GET ouT OF

ONLY THE ' HERE /
SECOND NEST,
SIR. THE FIRST
NEST 1S MUCH
LARGER ...

WE ARE APPROACHING
NEST-HALL,SIR. A YERY
BEAUTIFUL BUILDING IN
CLASSIC FCNS STYLE,
OF WHICH WE ARE
VERY PROUD. THE

PATERNUM |12 WAIT-

ING FOR YOU THERE.




IT IS
NOT COMPLETELY
FINISHED YET...

|l 0. CHECKS, CONTROLS, GUARDS...

IS ITNOT?Z
FROM NOW ON,
WE ARE ENTERING
THE PATERNUM'S
PRIVATE APART -
MENTS. HIS PER-
SONAL QUARTERS,
IF You
WISH...







PUT YOUR. HAND
ON THE TRIANGLE,
SIR !

MY HANDZ
ON THE
TRIANGLE ?




TS S0
BEAUTIFLIL!




OF COVRSE !

WHO DO YOU THINK
TAKES CARE OF ALL
THESE RHODOPEN -
PRONS, HY PRANGEAS,
AZALEAS, BUPPELIAS,
BERBERIS AND MAG -
NOLIAS 7 WHO POES
ALL THE PLANTING

PATERNLIM 7
you must
BE JOKING,
MY YOUNG
LADP I'M
ONLY THE
GARPENER !

WISH TO
SEE THE
PATERNUM,
FOLLOWY
THIS
CHAM -
AECYPARIS -
LINEP

SEEPING, GRAFTING
AND TRIMMING 7
I AsK yOU7?

e wEf
ot s

I CAN'T SAY
THE SAME ABOUT
THE CORRIDORS

IN THE HOUSE!

HOWEVYER. \T'5
MUCH EASIER

TO GET LOST

IN THERE, MY

YOUNG LAD.

...FOR THE
TIME BEING,
ANYWAY. -

AH!

THERE'S
THE .
HousE !

e !;} lll \
77
LN : ”/%\W‘F‘ .

te

=, =
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L
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THIS 1S ALL
THE PATERNLUM'S
GAME BUT I CAN'T
SEE HOW TO
AVOIP T...




. COME IN,
STEL! WE WERE
EXPECTING You!




S TROIOPEN ks
SURPRISE

IS INTENSE...

SIT POWN ! HAVE
SOME HOT GROoB.!

BUT REMINISCENCES
CAN WAIT A LITTLE LON-
GER. NICOLE 1S GOING
i TO TAKE CARE OF YOU.
: o YOU MUST BE ABSOLUTE-
Jgg%ﬂ’ﬁu&% 5 LY EXHAUSTEP!
THE LAST TIME
I SAW YoU,
WE WERE ON
) "POOL BALL",
) AND WE
WERE ALL
ABOoUT
TO ENTER
INSIDE
THE .
PYRAMID 7'+

I1..IDONT
UNDERSTAND..

'.
' A 7! NOT A LUXURY. TRUST ME
kSRR ANELUE BATH Y R NG, YU STINK LIkE A BRUNK
GAME 15 >t (- BATH =
BECOMING A : D%gy FOR
INCREASINGLY <5 N\ 1 )
mwgllna,. ' PARLING /

¥ SEE MOEBIUS N?1: Upow ASTAR.



ATOZEN ARVANIAS
SHIRTS.,..

TROLLOPENS
GLESTS ARE
ALWAYS TREATED

LIKE ROYALTY!




WHATS THAT
BINARY - BASED
- MUsIC?

COME | LET'S FIND
AQUIETER SROT...




P:EEBEE YOU'VE
i #S5 o - | LET'S GO ELSEWHERE VER SEEN A
i i}&gﬁ‘ e IT'S A MESS HERE. PARTY LIKE
DHAE, _ : B U %= ) THIS, HUH ?

THE
OUTNESTER /
HERE ?
BUT HOW
IS THAT
POSSIBLE 7
YOu ...

_ A i il AND YoU, STOP BOTHERING
THE MIRACLES | ' N MY GUEST, OKAY?
OF REPROGRAM-| | 3
MING HAVE 2
TAUGHT ME
THE RULES,
BROTHER !




WE WON'T

BE o . TAKE A
DISTURBED — . SEAT. T'LL GET
IN MY — | -
OFFICE !

WHERE WERE WE 7 AH,YES. THE
LAST TIME WE SAW EACH OTHER,
WE WERE ON “"POOL BALL" READY
TO ENTER INSIPE THE PYRAMID,
THANKS TO YoU. AFTER THAT,

A TOTAL BLANK...

. UNTIL WE WOKE UP HERE, ON
THIS CRAZY PLANET. TWO HUNDRED
HUMANS STRANPED ON A SAVAGE
WORLD IN AN ALMOST HOPELESS
FIGHT FOR SURVIVAL WITHOUT
MEPICS, TECHNOS, SYNTHEFROOD,
NOTHING.... :

YOU MEAN,
You PIPN'T
TRY THE
FRUITS

IN THE
GARDENS?Z

YUK! WHY
NOT CANNIBALISM
WHILE YOU'Re
AT IT! NO, WE
KEPT ON
FIGHTING LIKE
MEN...




...LINTIL, ONE DAY, WE FOUND
THE FIRST NEST. PON'T ASK ME
ABOUT ITS ORIGINS. LIKE THE
PYRAMIDS , THEY REMAIN A
MYSTERY. BUT WE MOVED IN
AND, SOON, THANKS TO ITS
RESOURCES, WE WERE ABLE 1O
CREATE NEW FOOUP SYNTHESIZERS
AND EVEN CLONE VATS 1O
START A NEW COLONY...

BUT THEN
HOW couLp
YOU BE HERE 7
HOW MLcH
TIME HAs
FASSED
SINCE

THENZ

MYSELF, AND LITTLE
ORAN SILVERBERG, IN
CHARGE OF MAINTEN-
ANCE ON THE ASTERO.

AFTER ANOTHER

HUNDRED YEARS, WE

REALIZED THAT WE'D
MYSTERIOUSLY
BECOME IMMORTAL.

THEN, THE NIGHTMARES
CAME , 500N FOLLOWEC
BY THAT BASTARD

BURG...

50 Youve

A
THOUsAND
YEARS. ..

YOU KNOW HIM 7

you geT !
HE's sOME KIND
OF GHOST. HE
KEPT PESTERING
Us witH His
STUPID
PREPICTIONS
ABCOUT THE
RETURN OF THE
‘GOP " STEL ANP
THE "GOPPESS
ATANA ..,

TOO BAD You
HAVEN'T SEEN THE
FIRST NEST... A
BEAUTIFUL PLACE..

THIS 1S WHERE mY
STORY BECOMES
SOMEWHAT STRANGE.
AS THE YEARS WENT
BY, OUR ORIGINAL
CREW OF TWO
HUNDRED BEGAN
TO DIE, ONE BY
ONE, LUNTIL THERE
WERE ONLY
TWO OF US
LEFT..

FORTUNATELY, MY TEAM OF MEPICLONES
EVENTUALLY FOLUND AN ANSWER BY PLACING
ME IN A SYNTHETIC ONEIRIC STASIS FROM
WHICH I COULD CONTINUE TO SUPER-
VISE THE NEST AND
- MY BEAUTIFULLY-
CONTROLLED
SOCIETY,
I WASN'T
GOING
TO LET
BURS
RLIN
ETERNITY
FOR
ME /
THAT

BASTARD ALMOST
PROVE ME
INSANE /

MET HIMm
o7




ORAN GOT IT INTO HIS HEAD
Hﬁ\’f'}':‘; ﬁ‘&%ﬁ‘g&f THAT WE'D CREATED THE NEST,
el gl e T SIMPLY BY OUR UNCONSCIOUS
P 2 Sl tip podl PSYCHOMORPHIC. FIELD OF
il Bl ? AEDENA'S PLANETARY
Al L PhA&MA, AND THAT IT WAS
LIKE THE SLOP WE e OL’.*;AOF“#EETO
!
SERVE THE SRS | _ PLANET...

WHAT coulLP I P27 I TRIED
TO HAVE HIM CURED T
EVEN OFFERED TO SHARE MY
STASIS WITH HIAA,

ALL IN VAIN. THAT MAPMAN
WROTE A PRETENTIOUS, MYSTICO-
PHILOSOPHICAL TREATISE, THE

BOOIK OF THE PYRAMID,

THEN LEFT, THUS
BECOMING THE FIRST
"OUTNESTER " IN
AEPENA'S HISTORY.

I WISH! BUT NO. I BELIEVE &l | vesstel WHAT ELSE
HE PIED ALONE, SOMEWHERE | e / 3 >
IN THE JUNGLE, HIS BODY R P WANT T KNayy;
PEVOURER &Y THE MOLE-ANT=,

TROLLOPEN!

WHAT DO You

WANT FROM ME7

WHY ALL THESE

GAMES 7 Wiy
THIS Bozus
PARTY 7




YOU'RE RIGHT, OLD
FRIEND. THE
PARTY 16 BOGUS...

I'LL TELL YOU WHAT

I REALLY WANT FROM

YOUu, OLD FRIEND,
BUT FIRST...

...I MUST SHOW
YOU SOMETHING.
COME HERE !/

..SOME RE -
PROGRAMWVED
ouT-
NESTERS..

WHAT's
THAT 7

...50ME
RECON-
PITIONED
SIRS .

"THAT" 1S A
SUBONEIRIC
CAPTOR

A PROBE PLUNGING
PEEP INSIDE

AEDENA'S SEETHING
BOWELS !

"AEPENA'S SEETHING
BPOWELS " .| GREAT
FUSION ! AND WHAT
DOES THAT HAVE TO
PO WITH ME 7




I FIRST DESIGNED
THIS ELABORATE TRAP F
OUR FRIEND BURG, BuT
ATANA'S RETUQNFOR T o

ME TO REORDER MY
PRIORITIES. NOW, IT'M
COUNTING ON YOU TO

BRING HER HERE...

HAVE NO FEAR.
| YOU WON'T HAVE
MUCH TO PO/

WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING

ABOUT 7 WHe
ARE you

TRYING TO
CATCH?

ATANA, OF
COURSE! WHO
ELSE WOULD
YOU BE GOOD

BAIT FOR 7

TROLLOPEN,
PATERNUM, WHOEVER .
WHATEVER YOU ARE,

THINK I'M GOING

TO HELP You 0
THIS !







PON'T WORRY, STEL .
I'M HERE . ALL WILL
BE FINE!




STAY CALM,
STEL! BESIDPES,
You PON'T
HAVE MUCH

YES, PATERNUM !
THE CRADLE IS
SETONZRK.




THE DEADLY ROBOT ARMS
START MOVING WHILE A
FREEZING COLD SEEPS
INTO THE LAUNCH
CRADLE...

You WOoN'T

HAVE 10 o

ANYTHING,
STEL. T
BE LIKE A
DREAM!

GREAT UNIVERSE !
ALL THESE MACHINES
ARE EVIL... I FEEL
IT PEEP WITHIN MY

BPONES !

SRR WV N e T A I A R b | RS A L] 1

AND REMEMBER , T WISH YOU AND ATANA NO
HARM. I ONLY WANT TO SAVE YOU FROM
MASTER BUREG'S CLUTCHES. HE'S THE REAL
EVIL ON AEDENA...

OUR COMMON
ENEMY. OUR
JAILER. THE
ONLY OBSTACLE
TO OUR RETURN
1O THE REAL
WORLD!







SUBONEIRIC
PROCESS

ACTIVATED.




SWAMDAO oo




SWJ[N]U
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AFTERWORD by MOEBIUS

\Y

I.FJ/J(

tel is a logical sequel to The

Goddess. Since the previous graphic novel told the story of Atana searching for Stel, it was natural now
to tell the story of Stel’s own search for his companion. | toyed with the idea of calling this story The

God, to provide a parallel with The Goddess, but it was not really justified by the events in the story.
It would seem that, somewhere in my psyche, | feel the need to deify women. It's my own way of justify-

ing the love | feel for them.

| purposefully left several points obscure in the story. First, | think it gives the reader a freedom of
interpretation which increases his involvement, because he is forced to ask himself questions, and pro-
vide his own answers. Also, these obscure areas are like reservoirs of imagination that my unconcious
mind creates now for me to explore later. When | try to find my own interpretations, | feel a little like a
witch doctor reading the future in the entrails of an animal.

The character of Trolloppen, for example, was introduced in Upon A Star, but | had no inkling at
the time that he was going to play the role that he has now assumed. It is only when | began plotting
The Gardens of Aedena that | remembered Trollopen’s existence and planned to bring him back.

Trollopen has followed a path diametrically opposed to that taken by Stel and Atana. While they
slept in the Pyramid, he and the other colonists tried to rebuild their machine-oriented civilization. For
me, he represents the absurd refusal to accept the natural cycles, the desire to stick with outdated mental
patterns that no longer need to exist because the factors which created them are long gone. He is trapped
Py his own cultural blind side and, as a result, has created evil on this Eden-like world. Trollopen repre-
sents the difficulty we all have in evolving towards a saner and more holistic behavior.
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